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The I nvestigation. 


REPORT. 

The committee charged wiih an enquiry so intimate: 
ly concerning the character of sdmimstration, the 
sensibility of the nation, and the honor of its arms, 
as the causes of the success of the enemy in his 
recententerprises against this metropolis, &c.have 
endeavored to combine despatch with effect, in 
the manner in which they have collected the tacts 
and views presented in the following statement : 

Proceedings of the Cabinet of 7th June, 1814. 

Previous to the 2d of Jul: this city composed a 
part of military district No, 5. Early in June last, 
the secretary of wur furnished the president, at his 
request, with a general report of the strength of 
the regular troops and militia then in the service 
of the United States, and their distribution ; which 
was submitted to the heads of departments by the 
president oa the 7th June, The secretary of th 
navy had furnished the president with a similar es- 
timate of our naval forces: that which was applica 
ble to tte limits of military district No. 10, will 
hereafter appear. By areference to the estimate o} 
the land forces it appears, that the aggregate nuin- 
ber of land troops stationed in district No. 5, on 
the 7th of June, amounted to 2,208, of which ther 
were 2,154 effectives, stationed as follows: at Nor 
folk, 224 artillerists: the Quth, 35th and Ist batia 
lion of the 38th regiment of infantry, amounting to 
912. at Baltimore, 111 artillerists: 2d battalion of 
the 38th infantry, amounting to 316; sea fencibles 
173: at Annapolis, 40 artillerists: at fort Wash- 
ington, 82 ditto; St. Mary’s, S6th regiment of intan- 
try, 350.—The meeting of the cabinet on the 7ti, 
and the estimates of land and naval forces, had no 
particular relation to the deence of any partof mi 
litary district No.5; but for measures generaily, 
and part:cularly in regard to the campaign on our 
territorial frontiers in the north ana north-west.— 
Nor does it appear that this city had excited more 
than ordinary attention at this time. 

Proceedings of the cabinet the 1st of July, 

But soon after, certain intelligence being receiv- 
ed of the cemplete success of Ue ailies in the sub- 
jugation of France, the president believed that the 
eneiny had the inclination and the power to increase 
his military and naval force against the ~ United 
States; and in that eveat he believed a variety o} 
considerations would present this ciiy as one of the 
promiment objects of attack. On the 26 of June, 
despatches were rece:ved from Mr. Galiatin and 
Mv. Bayard, confirming the views of the president, 
which induced him to convene the heads of depart- 
ments on the first of July; at which time he pre- 
sented a plan of a force immediately to be called 
into the field, and an additional force to be kept in 
readiness to march without delay in case of neces- 
sity. It seemed to be his object that some position 
shoul! be taken between the Bastern branch and 
Pciuxent with two or three thousand men, and that 
an additional force of ten or twelve thousand militia 
and volunteers should be held in readiness in ‘he 
neighboring states, including the militia of the dis- 
trict of Columbia, and that convenient depots of 
arms and military equipments should be establish- 
ed. The measures suggested were approved by 
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the lieads ot departments; or, in otier words, it 
does not appear that any dissent was expressed, 
Correspondence of the secretary of war.and 
cenertal +i indei 

The next day, July the 2, by a general order of 
the war department, the LOth nulitary district wag 
created, (o embrace the state of Maryland, ‘he dis- 
trict of Columbia, and that part of Virginia lying 
between the Rappahannoc and the Poioniac, wader 
the command of brig. gen. Winder, who being wen 
in Baltimore was advised of the fact by a ictter 
trom the secretary of war of the same date. On 
the 4th of July a requisition was made on certain 
stutes for a corps of 93,500 men, designating the 
quota of each, with a request to the executive of 
each state to detach and hold in readiness for mme- 
mediate service their respective detachments, re- 
commending the expediency of fixing the places of 
rendezvous with a due regard to points, the impor 
tance or exposure of which would most likely at- 
tract views of theenemy. Of that requisition, 2000 
eifectives from the quota of Virginia; 5000 trom 
ihaut of Pennsylvania; 6000, the whole quota of 
Maryland, and 2000, the estimated number of the 
militia of the District of Columbia, were . ut at the 
disposition of the commanding general, as hereaf- 
ter appears, making the aggvegate number of 15,000, 
exclusive of the regular troops, viz. the 36th regt., 
one Dattalion of the 38th, two troops of dragoons, 
two companies of the 10th infantry, one com pany 
vf the 12th, and two compames of sea fencibles, 
supposed to amount to 1000 men, besides the artil- 
lery composing the garrisens of forts M’Henry and 
W asiungton. 

On the 9th of July, general Winder in a letter to 
tue secretary of war, on the subject of the duties 
which devolved upon him as commander of the 10th 
muitary district, a previous conversation is alluded 
.o as having taken place between them, in conse- 
quence of the request of the secretary, in his letter 
of the 2d of July. General Winder appears to have 
unde.s oud the intention of the secretary of war to 
be, that the militia force proposed for the 10th mi- 
litary cistaict should be drafted and designated, but 
that no part of it should be called into the field un- 
til the hostile squadron in the Chesapeake should 
be reinforced to such an extent as to render it pro- 
yable hata serious attack was contemplated ; states 
the difficulty of collecting a force in an emergency, 
sufficient to retard the advance of the enemy ; and 
stiggests the expendiency of calling out four thou. 
sand ef the militia, with a view to station them in 
equal proportions between South River and Wash- 
gion, and wi the vicinity of Baltimore. Be. 

On the 12th day of July the secretary of war, in 
a letter to general Winder, encloses a circular ad- 
dressed to the governors of certtin states, requiring 
a body of militia to be organized, equipt, and held 
in readiness for future service, and authorises him, 
in case of actual or menaced invasion of the dis- 
trict under his command, to call for a part or the 
whole of the quota assigned to the state of Mary- 
iand; and in another of the 17th of July, the SeCTEs 
iary authorises general Winder to draw from Virgi- 
nia, 2,00 men; from Pennsylvania, 5,010 men; and 
informs him that the whole of the militia of the 





District of Columbia, amouuudy io about 2,00, 
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Was"in a disposable state and subject to his order; 
making, together, with the 6,000 from Maryland, 
the estimate of 15,000 militia. On the 15th of Ju- 
ly the secretary of war advised general Winder, that 
general Porter had communicated the fact of the 
arrival of the van of Cochrane’s fleet at Lynnhaven 
Ray, and that the agent at Point Look-out had re- 
presented that 2 seventy-fours, 2 frigates, an armed 
sloop and brig ascended the bay at half past 5, post 
meridizn, on the 14th: that he considered it proper 
to call into service the brigrde of militia which 
had heen for some time held im readiness at Balti- 
more, and not knowing whether general Winder 
was at Baltimore or Annapolis, he had instructed the 
major-general under whose orders they were orga- 
nized, to callthem out. 
General Winder in a letter of the sixteenth of July 
to the secretary of war, among other things, ex- 
presses his embarrassment in relation to the situa- 
tion of Annapolis, and gives it as his opinion that a 
large force and many additional works would be 
nécessary to defend it against a serious attack by 
land and water; states its importance to the enemy, 
and the ease with which it might be maintained by 
them with the command by water, and an entrench- 
ment of 7 or 800 vards protected by batteries; re- 
presents fort Madison as exposed, and unhealthy 
inthe months of August and September, provided 
with two 50 lb. columbiads, two twenty-fours, two 
eighteens, 1 twelve and 1 tom, which might be 
turned with success agsinst fort Severn; that these 
guns should be removed and arrangements made to 
blow up the fort; and represents the importance 
of defending the town if the means could be obtain- 
ed; states the governor of Maryland and council had 
taken the necessary steps’ to comply immediately 
with the requisition of the general government. On 
the 17th July, a letter from general Winder to the 
secretary of war states, that information, that he 
deemed creditanle, was received that the encmy was 
ascending the river in considerable force; that he 
had ordered the detachment of regulars at Notting- 
ham, had sent out the alarm to assemble a militia 
force, and suggests the propriety of sending to 
that place the marine corps and all the militia 
that cowld be procured from the district of Colum- 
bia. The secretary on the same day acknowledges 
the receipt of the above letter, and states that the 
marine corps was not under his command; but had 
sent the request to the president, and, as the au- 
thority tocall the militia was vested in the com- 
manding gencral, he had transmitted his requisition 
upon the district to gen. Van Ness; he also reminds 
him that the two regiments near Baltimore had been 
called into actual service, and expresses the wish of 
the president that no less than two nor more than 
3000 of the drafts under the requisition of the 
fourth of July, should be embodied and encamped 
at seme middle pvint between Baltimore and this 
city. 
From the letter of reneral Winder, of the 20th o’ 
July, it appears that the enemy proceeded up the 
>aiuxengd to Hunting creek, landed and committed 
some depredations n Czivert county, and returned 
down the river. Three companies of city volunteers 
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bore to dismantle fort Madison, as it might alarny 
the people, and produce disagreeable sensations: 
preferring rather to risque it in case of attack. On 
the 23d of July, general Winder informs the secre- 
tary at war that the governor of Maryland had is- 
sued his order for calling out 3000 of the drafts 
under the requisition of the 4th of July, and had 
appointed Bladensburg as the place of rendezvous 
according to his suggestion. In another letter of 
the same date, general Winder informs the secreta- 
ry of war, that he had deemed it expedient to di- 
rect capt. Davidson, with the city volunteers, to re- 
turn to the city of Washington, from the two-fold 
consideration that the facility with which they 
couldturn out and proceed to any point, rendered 
them nearly as effective as if kept in the field, and 
the importaace to them individually ofattending to 
their private concerns. ‘That the rifles used by 
captain Doughty’s company were very defective, and 
that captain Burche’s artillery were without swords. 
He recommends that the camp equipage should be 
left in charge of the company officers to facilitate 
theirmareh. On the 25th of July, general Winder, 
in a letter to the secretary of war dated at War- 
burton, near fort Washington, represents that fort 
in several respects to be incomplete in its prepara- 
tion for defence; encloses a representation of lieut. 
Edwards on the subject; makes a requisition of am- 
munition, and requests that col. Wadsworth may 
cause the platform <o be enlarged so as to make the 
battery more effectual. The report of liertenant 
Edwards speaks of the necessity of mounting heavy 
artillery in the Block house; states that the 18Ib co- 
lumbiads were not mounted, and that the garrison 
wanted means to mount them, being destitute of 





| 


gin and takle; represents the width of the platform, 
which ought to be 21 feet, to be only 14, and that 
the heavy guns at their first discharge would recoil 
to the hurtoirs, and on being heated would run over 
it; that five excellent long 18’s were mounted on 
the water battery, which would be very useful in 
case of attack; but there was not a single pound of 
ammunition for them, and that some of the gun 
carriages in the fort were quite out of order. 





This statement of lieut. Edwards was referred 
upon its receipt to.col. Wadsworth, with orders to 
supply what was wanting at the fort, of which the 
secretary advised general Winder, bearing date 23th 
July; and col. Wadsworth, in a representation about 
the same date, states, that two hands had been or- 
dered from Greenleai’s point on the Monday previ- 
ous, to execute the necessary repairs of the gun car- 
riages; that the platform as well as the parapet was 
too narrow, but not so narrow as lieut. Edwards had 
stated, for it was dirccted tobe made 20 or 22 feet 
wide; and that the disadvantages of too narrow a 
platform could be obviated with no great difficul'y, 
by means of an elastic handspike introduced be- 
‘tween the spokes of the wheels, which would pre- 
lvent them from turning, and thus check the recoil 
of the piece. Further states, that two hundred 
rounds of shot and cartridges for the eightecen’s, 
could be sent down if ordered: that he had long 
since clirected some grape shot to be prepared for 





the 18>. columbiad’s; that a tackle and fall to 
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from the district, in obedience to the | mount the guns in the block house should be prepar- 
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late call of gen. Winder, which he nad halted at the jed; that capt. Marsteller had just informed him, 
Wood yard, and the detachments of the 36th and | that a good takleand fall were at the fort when he 
$8th regiments at Upper Marlboro’ while he pro-|{icft it, and that the platform was upwards of 20 feet 


ceeded to Annapolis, to’arrange with the governor | wide, 


the caliing out the Maryland militia; which he states 
wilt be immediately attended to by the governor. 
He states that be had called fur the largest num- 
ber directed by the president, viz. 3000, expecting 
thereby to’get 2000, the lowest number; that he for- 
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General Winder, in a letter of the 26th July, 
from Piscataway, advises the secretary of war, that 
the enemy had descended both the Potomac and 
Patuxent rivers; that he expected him up the bay, 
and sould not be surprized to find Annapolis his ob- 








ject, which he feared would fall before 500 hundred 
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Ynen: and that he should return to Marlborough as 
soon as he could ascertain the movements of the 
enemy. On the 27th of July, gen. Winder in two 
letters to the secretary of war from Piscataway, 
states the force under general Stewart at 800; col. 
Beall’s regiment at Port Tobacco from S00 to 350 
infantry, and 40 dragoons; col. Bowen’s: reziment at 
Nottingham at 300, and the detachmentof regulars 
under command of lieut. col. Scott, was also at Not- 
tingham; and from gen. Wingler’s letter to the secre- 


tary of war of the Ist of August from Port Tobacco, | leaving all the men immediately upon t 
it appears, that he had the detachment under lieut.; low down on the rivers of the weat 


col. Scott, at Piscataway. 


Correspondence of general Winder, with the governor 
of Pennsulvania. 





Correspondence of the secretary of war and generat 
- Hinder. 

On the 13th of August, general Winder, in a let- 
ter to the secretary of war, states, that in conse- 
quence of the acceptance of the 2d regiment draft- 
ed from gen. Smith’s division, under the requiaition 
of April, for part of the requisition ef the 4th of 
July, the impracticability, besides unpropriety, of 
calling any portion of the drafted militia from the 
‘eastern shore of Maryland, and the necessity of 
he bay, and 
tern shore, for 
local defence ; the remuiningy portion of the. Marve 
land drafts to be assembied at Bladensburg, instead 





(of being 3000 would not much exceed as many hun 
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In relation to the quota of Pennsylvania under the reds yet he would require the governor to order 


requisition of the 4th of July, and more especially 


out all the drafts that could possibly be spared from 


| . 
as it regards the 5000 men subject to the call of the a lower brigades on the western, shore, but 
general Winder, and assigned to his command, it ag the whole number drafted on the western shore, 


appears that general Winder wrote to the governor 


| “en . » . . a] . 
| sechusive of the brigade drawn from ‘gen. Smiih’s 


of Pennsylvania, on the 6th of August, advising’ division, did not amount to 1500 men, he did not 


him that the secretary of war had destined a part 


of that quota to act under his command, in defend. | 


ing the country embraced in the 10th military dis-| 
trict, and requesting thut he might be informed of| 
the place or places of rendezyous which would be | 
fixed for such troops, and recommending places! 
inost contiguous to the cities of Washington and| 
Zaltimore. On the 8thof August, general Winder; 
writes again to the governor of Pennsylvania, stat-| 
ing, that since his first communication he had read | 
a letter from the secretary of war, dated the 17th 


expect more than 1000 under the second order of 
the government, thatof the 4thof July. The most 
immediate and convenient resource. to supply this 
deficiency, was to take the militia drawn out under 
the state authority and assembled at Annapolis, to 
the amount of 1000, into the service of the United 
States, end to callon Pennsylvania for one regiment, 
which would make his militia between 2000 and 
3000 men, besides the two regiments from general 
Smith’s division. 

In answer to this letter, 


i 
! 


the secretary of war, in 
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of July, which had not reached him at an earlier |@ letter of the 16th of August, authorises-general 
wate . ° . r } apis? Iniie ‘ > 
period in consequence of his having been in con-| Winder to take into the service of the United States, 


‘stant motion since that time; which informed him 


that of the quota of militia of Pegnsylvania under 
the requisition of the 4th of July, 5000 were des- 
tined for the 10th military district, subject to his 
callas commanding officer, and requested that as 
great a proportion of the detachinent as possible 
should be riflemen. 

n the 11th of August, secretary Boileau, under 
the direction of the governor of Pennsylvania, in 
answer to general Winder, states, that in conse- 
quence of the deranged state of the militia system, 
great difficulties occurred to the executive in rela- 
tion to the qucta required to be held in readiness 
for the service of the United States. The only effort 
that could be made towards a compliance with the 
requisition, was to have ordered a designation for 
the service of the requisite troops, under the mili- 
tia law of 1807, and before the expiration of that 
law; which order had been issued by the governor, 
and was ina course of execution; that the militia 
law of 1897 expired on the first of August, and that 


all commissions under it became void, except of| not be drawn away, and expects I 


such oflicers as might be in service on that day; 
and that, by an oversight in the legislature, no com. 
plete organization of the militia could be legally 
made in Pennsylvania, until the 4th Monday in Oc- 
tober, when a classification was to take place. 

On the 17th of August, general Winder makes a 
requisition on the governor of Pennsylvania, for one 
reriment, to march forthwith to the city of Wash- 
ington; and on the day following, in consequence 
of large reinforcements of the enemy in the mouth 
of the Patuxent, he calls for the whole 5000 Penn- 
sylvania militia, by virtue of his previous authority. 
The 5000 were ordered out, to rendezvous at York, 
in Pennsylvan:a, on the 5th of September ; of course, 
not in time to give any aid on the occasion for which 
they were calied, nor was general Windev’s letter of 
the 18th received py the governor of Pennsylvania 
until the evening of the 23:2. 


the Maryland militia then at Annapolis, or elsewhere, 
that had been called out under the state authority, 
as part of the quota required by the order of the 
4th of July. : 
Correspondence of the secretary of war with the 29+ 
vernors of Marglard, Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
On the 27th of July the governor of Maryland 
states, in a letter to the secretary of war, that in 
conformity to the reqnest of the president of the 
United States, communicated in the requisition of 
the 4th, a detachment of 5,500 infantry and 600 ar- 
tillery was directed to be organized and held in 
readiness to move at the shortest notice; and in 
jorder to comply wth the requisition of general 
Winder, for calling into the field 3,000 drafts of 
the Maryland militia, by direction of the president, 
the whole of the drafis from the western shore, 
about 3,500 infantry, had been ordered to embody. 
He speaks of the exposed situation of the westeri 
shore, bordering upon the bay, and presumes that 
the drafts from that section of the country would 
daitimore will be 
unwilling to have any force withdrawn from.that 
place, by which any aid might be expected. These 
considerations had induced the order for the 3,500 
men; this force was to be embodied and moved on 
the shortest route to Bladensburg ; that the artillery 
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‘timore ; it would create uneasiness to take from 
| that place 400, the preportion, and he had suspend- 
'ed that order until general Smith should have some 
!communication with the secretary of war. Jn a lete 
‘ter of the 20th July, general Winder madc the re- 
| quisition on the governor of Magyland for the 3000 
militia, urging the necessity of having them ussem- 
‘bled and in service with the least possible delay 5 
land on the Sth of August the governor of Maryland 
‘informed general Winder, by letter, that his demand 
for 3000 drafis could not be complied with without 
the brigade In service at Baltimore, from genera 





of the state was abont 900 men, twot-hirds in Bal-. 
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Smiin’s division; that the drafts from one brigade up the P: tuxent; wrote to the secretary of war and 


~raione wore under marching orders, the orders for| to gener:i West, advising him to cail out the militia 


the march of those lying on the Chesapeake and] of the coumy. The detachment ot the 36th and 38th, 
Poéd.omac having been suspended, rgunents was ordered from South river to Notting- 
On. be 14%: ot July Mr.. Boilieu, secretary of} ham, and three companies of city militis were dis- 
state fo Pennsylvania, acknowledges the receipt of] pa.ched to him promptly. On the 25th visited fort 
the communicztion from the war department, con-| Washington; and on the Ist of August fixed his 
taining the requisition of the 14th of July, for 14,060 | perm-.ment head-quarters at the city of Washington ;, 
-Peansylvania inilitia, which was forwarded by ex-|Vviwed and inspecied the district militia. The peo- 
press to the governor, who was absent at Sclin’s|ple of St. Mary’s and Cinarles had become importu- 
Grove, with assurances that the governor would ex-|nate for aid and protection, and in obedience to the 
ecule with promptness the requisition of the geners! wish of the president, the 36th and 38th were crder- 
government, Go the 25th the governor of Pennsyl-|ed down to unite with general Stewart; but the. 
vania directs the secretary Boilscu .o inform the se-/enemy having retired, this detachment was encamp- 
cretary of war, that general orders had been issued |ed at Piscataway He understood by letters from 
in compliance with the requisition of the 4th of/general Smith of Baltimore, and the governor of 
July; expluins as before, the difficulties resulting Maryland, that Stansbury’s brigade, upon applica- 
from the milit:s laws of Pennsylvania, and relies on|tion of general Smith, had been accepted by the 
the patrictism aad voluntary services of the people.|Secretary of war, as part of the quota of Maryland’ 
Qn the 14th of July the deputy acjutant-general| militia, under requisition of the 4th of July. On 
of Virginia, acknowledged the receipt of the com-|the mormmng of the 18th of August, Thursday, intel- 
muyication from the war department, coniaining|ligence was received from the observatory at Point 
the requisition of the 4th, and enclosed to the se-| 0k out, that on the morning of the 17th the ene- 
cretary of war the general orders issued by the go-|™y’s flcet off that place had been reinforced by a 
vernor ef Virginia on the 22d of June, placing in| formidable squadron of ships and vessels of various 
readiness a provisional force of 15,000 men and up-|$!zes. The commanding general immediately made 
wards to repel sudden invasions, and for the pur-|Tequisivions on the governors of Pennsylvania and Ma- 
pose of delence, and the points of rendezvous de-|Tyland, various officers of militia, and the mibtia of the 
signed, bul not organized upon the military estab-j district of Columbia were ordered out en masse. 
lishent of the United States, nor foralonger term! On the 19th, general Winder, ina letter to the se- 
than tree months, which, with other considerat.ons, }cretary of war, submitted several prepositions to the 
prevented the acceptance of any part of those state president: Ist, Would it be expedient, under the 
troops as a complisnce with the requisition of the |direction of the navy department, to have vessels 
general government. The secretary of war was ap-|teady to be sunk in the Potomac, at fort Washing- 
prized im this letter also, that the whole of the Vir-;ton or other points, at a moment’s warning, to eb- 
ginia troops, then held in readiness, would be fur- ‘atite oA the navigation? 2a, Would it not be proper 
nished with arms. and ammunition by the state of|to put all the boats, which can be propelled by oars, 
Virginia; and on the 18th the secretary of war in-;that are at the city of Washington, under the 
forins the governor of Virginia that 2000 of the re-|Control of the navy, at Washington, to transport 
Guis:tion upon the Virginia militia would be placed|'Toops as events may require ? 3d, Would it not be 
at the disposition of esneral Winder as commander |Convenient to put the marine corps into service, at 
of the [0th military district. all events, to cause them to be in readiness to rein- 
Having presented a condeused view of the mea-|force fort Washington at a moment’s notice, or to 
sures of the cabinet; the correspondence between |be applied as events may require to any point of de- 
the commanding officer and the war department, the| fence? 4th, That the force under commodore Bar- 
gevernors of Pennsylvania, and Maryland and the|n€y may co-operate with the commanding gencral, in 
comoanding general, the correspondence with the|¢ase of the abandonment of the floulla. On the 
governors of Peansylvania, Maryland and Virginia | same day the secretary of war, in a letter states, 
and the sec.vetary of war, in reBard to the requisi-|that the propositions had been submitted to the pre- 
tion of the 4th cf July, it will now be proper to pre-|sident, and general Winder is referred to the navy 
sent some facts connected with the movements and|{depurtment on the srbject of the propositions relat- 
arrangements of the commanding general up to the|ing to the means in that department. General Win- 
revocation of his command. der’s call upon the militia en masse, is approved, and 
Towards the close of tie month of June, the se-|on the sume day the secretary of war, in a letter to 
cretary of war gave to general Winder the first inti-; general Winder, advises, that the cavalry be pushed 
mation that it Was in contemplation to constitute ajinto the neighborhood of the enemy without delay, ' 
new miittary district, embracing the country now]it he indicatec an attack upon the city of Washing- 
composing the 40th military disivict, and that the!ton, for the purpose of driving off all horses and cat- 
president intended to mvest him with its command. |tle and supplies of forage, &c. in their route. Not 
On the 4th or Sth of July, he received notice of his}a moment was to be lost. Colonel Monroe, with 
appoimiment to the 10h military district, and thc}c»ptain Thorntow’s troop of Lorse, proceeded to find 
order creating it; proceeded to Washingion andjand reconnoitre the enemy on Friday the PMth; on 
called upon the secretary of war, who enumerated|the same day the militia of Georgetown and the 
the regular force as betore supposed io amouni to|city of Washington, under general Smith, were mus- 
1000 or 1200; the residue of his command to be|tered. On Saturday, the 20th, this and some other 
camposed of militia to be drafted, and was shewn| forces commenced their line of march towards Be- 
the circular to certain states, making the requisition|nedict about 1 o’clock, and encamped that might 
ef the 4th. He then returned to. Baitimore, and]about four miles from the Eastern Branch Bric ge, 
after writing the letter of the 9th, proceeded to]on the road to Upper Marlborough. On this day col. 
Annapolis to examine it and to explore the 10th mi-| Monroe communicated the inteilugence of the arrival 
litary district generally. The letter of the 12th) of the enemy at Benedict in force Same day col. 
from the secretary of war, was not received witil) Tilghman and capt. Caldwell, with their commanda . 
he went io Annapolis, to Upper Marlborough anc jof horse, were ordered and dispatched to annoy the 








back to Annapolis. On the 17th at Nottingham, re-|enemy, impede his maich, to remove and destroy 
ceived intelligence that the enemy was proceeding ‘forage and provisions | gfore the enemy. 














245 





RR 


NILES WEEKLY REGISTER—THE INVESTIGATION. 


ne 





On Sunday morning, the 21st, the troops were ton, was his object. As to numbers, rumors vibrated 
mustered, and the articles of war read tothem. At/from 4000 to 12000; the best opinion was from 5 to 


12 o’clock the marines under captain Miller joined |7000. Our forces at this time at, the Old fields, are 


the army; the regulars of the 36th and 38th also |vsriously estimated, with no material difference, at 


joined at the Wood-Yard, seven miles in advance, to 
which the main body of euf troops were marched 
and encamped on Sunday night. Two letters from 
colonel Monroe, on the 21st, one stating that he had 
viewed the enemy near Benedict, enumerating 27 
square rigged vessels, some bay craft and barges; 
the other dated from Nottingham, stating the ad- 
vance of tire enemy upon that place by land and wa- 
ter; and recommending the commanding general 
to dispatch 500 or 600 men to fall upon tue enemy. 
Colonel Monroe «nd colonel Beall both joined the 
ariny at nigkt, and gave an account that the enemy 
had been viewed by them. Colonel Beall calculated 
that he had seen 4000, without supposing he had 
seen all. Colonel Monroe estimated the enemy at 
about 6000; captain Herbert joins with his troop ; 
colonel Laval had joined with two companies of ca- 
vairy on the day previous; the enemy remained at 
Nottingham, except an advance detacinment about 





three miles from town. Monday the 22d, early in 


the morning a light deiachment was ordered to meet | 


about 3000 men, in the following corps; about 400 
horse under the coramand of the following oficers ; 
lieutenant colonel Laval, colonel Tiighman, captains 
Caldwell, Thornton, Herbert, W thams, &c. 400 
regular troops, under the command of licu/enunt 
colonel Scott, viz: 36th, 38th and captain Morgan’s 
company of the 12th infantry ; 600 marines an flo- 
tilla men, under commodore Burney and cxnta, Mil- 
ler, with five pieces of heavy artillery, two 18 pound- 
ers snd turee twelve pounders; 1,800 iiiitia and 
volunteers ; general Smith’s brigade of Georgetown 
and city militia, and Maryland militia under colonel 
Kramer, of which there were two companics of ar- 
tillery under captain Burch and major Pete’, with 
six 6 pounders each, making an ageregate of 3,200, 
with 17 pieces of artillery. The enemy was w -hout 
cavalry, and had two smail field pieces and one how- 
itzer, drawn by men; and the whole country well 
calculated for defence, skirmishing, and to. irapede 
th: march of an enemy. 

Tie enemy remained at Upper Marlborough till 


a ‘ : ; . ° 

the eneiny, composed of the 36th and 38th, lieuten-! after 12 o’clock ; about which time, gencral Win- 
ant-colunel Scott, colonel Laval’s cavalry, and three} der again ordered the detachment under lieutenant 
companies from the brigade of general Smith, un-/colonel Scott and major Peter to advance and meet 
der major Peter, viz: his own company of artillery,| the enemy if he should be found advancing, or to 
captain Stulls rifle corps, captain Davidson’s light} attack his positions. About this time, 12 o’clock, 
infantry. This detachment marched en the rozd to|}Some prisoners were taken, and from information 
Nottingham, about 9 o’clock ; the remainder of the! given by them and the observations of the videts, 
army marched about mile in advance to an elevated! general Winder was induced te believe that the ene- 
position; the commanding general with his staff,| my intended to remain stationary for the day, which 
accompanied by colenel Monroe, proceeded in ad-| induced him to think of uniting with the forces at 
- vance to reconnoitre the march of the enemy. Com.| Bladensburg, and despatched others to general 
Barney had joined the army with his flotilla men,}Stansbury, and other corps at Bladensburg, to meve 
besides the marines under captain Miller; the horse; direct for Upper Marlborough, and proceeded him- 
preceded the advance detachrnent of our forces, met self towards Biadensburg, to meet and hurry on the 
the enemy and retired before them. This induced | forces to form a junction. When general Winder 
the udvance corps to take a position to impede the) left the command with general Smith, and proceed- 
march of the enemy; but the advance detachment! ed towards Bladensburg, with several troops of ca- 
was ordered to retrograde and join the main body  valry, he left orders that the advance corps should 
of the army that had remained some hours in line of, march upon the enemy, and annoy him by all possi- 
battl:, expecting the enemy to come that route to| ble means if in march, or if not, then in his posi- 
the city; but who took the road to Upper Marlbo-' tions ; and if he advanced upon Bladensburg, gene- 
rough, turning to his right after having come within’ ral Smith, with the main body, should fail upon his 
a few miles of our forces; upon which the com- fenk, or be governed by circumstances in other 
manding general fell back with his whole forces to, movements. . 
the Battallion Old fields, about 8 miles from Marlbo-| Captain Caldwell joined the advance corps at 2 
rough, and the same distance from the city of}o’clock, P. M. An express brought intelligence 
Washington. At this time heavy expiosions in the| that the enemy had lett Upper Marlborough ;. that 
direction of Marlborough announced the destruc-|our advance had met the enemy about six miles in 
tion of the flotilla under command of commodore} advance of our forces, and after a skirmish, in wiich 
Burney. The enemy arrived at Upper Marlborough} captain Stull’s company had about 4 or 5 rounds, 
about 2 o’clock, and remained there until late next! was compelled to retreat, and that the enemy was 
day, to be joined it is presumed, by the detachment/ advancing. One of the aids of general Smith was 
of the enemy which had been sent against the flo-!despatched for general Winder: the whole army 
tilla. (was placed in a favorable attitude of defence, in 

The commanding general proceeded to Marlbo- | which position it continued until about sunset, when 

¥ Pe 21 7} rhs wer tr 
rough, and found the enemy encamped ; several; general W nder, W ho had arrived some time previ- 
prisoners taken gave information that the enemy | ous, ordered the army to march tothe city of Wash- 
would remain in that position until the next day;!ingion. The enemy were about three miles distant, 
and, after making observations of the enemy, till ihe|and remained there that night. Having remained 
close of the day, general Winder returned to the’ till the going down of the sun, the retreat to the ci- 
army. Late in the evening of this day the president ty was induced by several considerat Sg stated yi 
with the secretary of war and navy and attorney ge-| the commanding general. Ist, To effect a union 0 
neral, joined general Winder at the Battalion Old jhis whole forces. 2d. The fear of a night attack, 
fields, and remained with him till the evening of the | from the superiority of the cnemy, and want of dis- 
¢ . e ° ° ; a 3x . . , 

23d. In the morning the troops were drawn up and | cipline in his troops. And Sd. In a night avorg, 
reviewed by the president. The most contradictory | his superiority in artillery could not be used. ie 
reports prevailed as to the movements and force of| march of our army to the city was extremely rapid 
the enemy, and it was doubtful in camp whether! and precipitate, aud orders occasionally given to the 
Annapolis, Fort Washington, with a view to co-ope-|capiaims of companies to hurry on the men, who 


: i : . . 
rite with his naval forces, or the city of Washing-| were extremely fatigued and exhausted before the 


; 
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cimping ground was reached, near the Eastern 
branch bridge, within the yarn: p Columbia. 
General Stansbury had arrived at Bladensburg 
on the 22d, and the Sth Baltimore regiment, in- 
cluding the artillery and rifle corps, on the evening 
of the 25d; and at 12 o’clock at night, colonel 
Munroe, in pxssing through Bladensburg to the 
city of Washington, advised general Stansbury to 
fail upon the rear of the enemy forthwith, as it was 
understood that he was in motion for the city. Ge- 
neral Stansbury having been ordered to take postat 
Biadensburg, did not think he was at liberty to 


der his command, including the Alexandria militia ; 
the same day two troops of Cavalry attached to the 
brigade were ordered to rendezvous at Bladens- 
burgh on the 19th at 40’clock in the morning, to 
accompany colonel Menroe, secretary of state, and 
to be subject to his order. On the 20th, in the af- 
ternoon, general Young’s brigade was ordered by 
general Winder to cross the Potomac, opposite 
Alexandria, and encamp in the best position and 
wait further orders, which was effected. The bri- 
gade consisting of 454 men, two brass six-pounders, 
‘aud one brass four pounder. On the 22d, early, ge- 


leave it; but, independent of this consideration, |neral Young, by order of general Winder, marched 


the fatigue of the troops under colonel Sierrett 
made it impracticable. 

Itis here proper to state that on the 22d, the se- 
cretary of war ina letier to general Winder, whicb 
closes their written communications previous to the 
24th, except a short note of ihat morning, states 
that he had ordered general Douglass to march 
wiih his command to the district without seeking 
a rendézvous with general Hungerford; that a de- 


his brigade and took a position cn a height near the 
head of Piscataway creek, about three miles in the 
rear of fort Washington, where the ground was fa- 
vorable fora small detachment to defend the coun- 
try against a much greater force, and remained in 
this position until the morning of the 24th, when se- 
verai orders were given to him; first, to march tow- 
ards the Eastern branch bridge ; second, to cross the 
Potomac to the Virginia side, &c. his brigade was 











tachment Sof the 12th infantry had arrived; that it! intended in its dispositions to aid fort Washington, 


should he armed, @quipped and marched to the 


‘the town of Alexandria, and to be in a situation to 


Wod Yard; that the Baltimore brigade “would ar-/join general Winder. 


tive ai Dwedonsbuxg that day; and suggests tie! 


On the morning of the 24th, general Winder esta- 





prepricty of throwing Barney’s seamen and some) blished his head quarters near the Eastern Branch 
other troops on the right of Nottingham, a demon-! bridge ;;detachments of horse were eut in various di- 
stration which would menace the rear of the enemy, | rections as videttes and reconnoitering parties, and 
and his communication with his shipping, which|arrangements made to destroy the Eastern Branch 
wouid, if noi step, mutch retard his progress. On| bridge. Colcnel George Minor, with his regiment of 
the morning of fhe 24th, in a short note to the se-; Virginia militia, composed of 600 infantry and 100 
cremry of war, general Winder says, the information |cavalry, arrived at the city of Washington in the 
up the river ts threatening; Barney or some other/twilight of the evening of the 23d; he called on the 
forte should occupy. the batteries at Greenleaf’s! president whe referred him to the secretary of war 
Point and Navy Yerd, and wishes counsel from the | for orders; the secretary informed him that arms 
government or secretary of war. Upon this note is; could not be had that night, but gave orders to re- 
an endorsement in the hand writing of general Arm-| port himself to colonel Carberry early in the morn- 
stromg to this effect ; “ went to general Wiuder, was|iog, who would furnish him with arms and ammu- 
no necessity for ordering Barney to Greenleaf’s| nition, as he was charged with that duty by general 
Pstnt or Navy Yard, advised the commodore tojoin| Winder. Frow early in the morning till late in the 
the army at Bladensburg, and ordered Minor’s regi-| afternoon, colonel Minor sought colonel Carberry 
ment to that place.” ‘diligently, but he could not be found. He rode to 
Ov the 21st, late atnight, colonel Tayloe arrived! bead quarters and obtained an order from general 
in the cily from the Northern Neck, where he had Winder upon the arsenal for arms, &c. marched to 
been charged with orders in relation to the Virginia the place with his regiment, and its care he found 
drafts, and reported himself to general Armstrong.} committed to a young msn Whose caution in giving 
who issued the following general order: out arms, &c. very much delayed the arming and 
“ War department, Jug. 222, |supplying of this regiment. An instance is here 


1814. (12 o’clock._) 
© GENERAL ORDER. 
“ General Douglass will assemble his. brigade at 


given when the flints were counted out by the offi- 
cers oi the regiment, to expedite business at this 
crisis, the young man would count them aver be- 


Alexandria, and hold it there subject to orders. 


‘f I27TR if ae 
UWE. Beene ene Colonel Carberry arrived at this moment, apolo- 
Colonel Tayloe executed this order, and Tuesday | «ized for his absence, and informed colonel Minor 
night, the 23d, again reported himself to general |that he had the evening previous ridden out to his 
Armstrong, who issued the following orders : country seat. Colonel Minor was again delaved 
“War Depariment, |some smali length of time in having to remain to 
* GENERAL ORDER, isign receipts, &c. His men were ordered to Capi- 
* Lieutenant colonel Minor will repair to Wash-|tol Hill. In the mean time various reports were 
ington with the regiment under his command with |brought into head quarters as to the movements 
the utmost despatch; he wiil report on his arrival}und intentions of the enemy; the president and 
to colonel Carberry of the 36th regiment, and make |heads of departments collected at head-quarters, i: 
a requisition for arms and ammunition. ithe following order: the president, next secretary 
(Signed) “JOHN ARMSTRONG ” lof state, na@xt the attorney general, next the secre- 
“War Department, Aug. 23, 1814. itary of the navy, and lust the secretaries of war and 
‘GENERAL ORDER, . . treasury together. Colonel Munroe had left head- 
: All the militia now in and*marching to Alexan- \quarter’s upon a rumour that gained ground, that the 
andria, besides colonel Minor, will march immedi-|enemy was marching upon the city by the way of 


fore they could be obtained. 





: 
ately to Washington; these orders will be commu- | Bladensburg, with a view of jowing gen. Stans- 


aE * ee + . : ‘ , 
nicated by colonel Tuyloe. jbury, advising him of the rumor and to aid him in 


i74 , 7 } rab ° . ° “* 
JOHN ARMSTRONG” [the formation of a line of battle to meet the enemy. 
On the 18th of August, general Van Ness ordered }Gencral Stansbury, for reasons given in his report, 


general Young to call out, en musse, the brigade un-' had miirched from his position in advance of Bladens- 
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burg,.and occupied the ground west of tnat village 
on the banks of the Eastern Branch. Here the front 
line of battle was formed by general Stansbury and 
his officers, with the aid of colonel Monroe, on the 
presumption that general Stansbury’s brigade, and 
the command of col. Sterret, including the command 
of major Pinckney and Baltimore artillery. 

‘There is a bridge over the Kastern brach at Bla- 
densburg, and a large turnpike road leading direct 
to the city of Washington. About 400-yards from 
this Bridge, some small distance to the left of the 
road, the Baltimore artillery, six pieces of six 
pounders, occupied a temporary breast work of 
earth, weil calculated to command the pass over 
the bridge. Part of the battalion of riflemen, under 
major Wm. Pinkney, and one other company, took 
position on the right of the artillery, partially pro- 
tected by a fence and brush; and on the left of the 
battery, leading to the rear of a barn, two compa- 
nies, from the regiment under colonel Shutz, and 
the other part of the riflemen from Baltimore. Col. 
Regan was posted in the rear of maj. Pinkney, his 
right resting on the road; col. Siutz coptinuing 
the line on the left, withasmall vacancy in the 
centre of the two regiments; and col. Sterret form- 
ed the extreme left flank of the infantry. At this 
moment, colonels Bealland Hood entered Biwdens- 
burg, with the Maryland militia from Annapolis, 


crossed the bridge and tock a position on a myoah 


commanding height, on the right of the turnpike, 
about three hundred yards from the road, to secure 
the right flank. In the meau time, (about 11 o’clock) 
certain intelligence. was received at head quarters, 
that the enemy was in full march towards Bladens- 
burg, which induced gen. Winder to put in motion 
his whole force, except a few menand a picce of ar- 
tillery left at the Eastern-branch bridge to destroy 
it. The day was hot, and the road dusty—the 
march was rapid to Bladensburg. The cavalry and 
mounted menarrived, and were placed on the leit 
flank, and some small distance in its rear. General 
Winder now arrived, and told gen. Stansbury and 
col. Monroe, that his whole force was marching for 
Biuadensburg, and approved the dispositions which 
had been made of the troops; at which moment, it 
had become impracticable in the opinion of the ofli- 
cers, to make any essential change; for the two ar- 
mies were now coming tothe battle ground, in op- 
posite directions; and the eneiny appeared on the 
opposite heights of Bladensburg, about a mile dis- 
tant, and halted 15 or 20 minutes. This was about 
l2o’clock. The troops from the city were disposed 
of as they arrived. 
pieces ofartillery, was stationed on the extreme lefi 
of the infantry of the first line; and a rifle company, 
armed with muskets, near the battery to support it. 
About this time the secretary of war arrived, and in 
a few minutesaiter the president and the attorney 


Capt. Burch, with three! 


col. Beall. The regiment under command of col. 
Brent, and major Waring’s battalion, and some other 
small detachments, formed the left flank of this 
second line, and in the rear of major Peter’s battery;. 
and lieut. col. Scott, with the regulars, was placed 
in advance of col. Magruder, and to the left, forming 
a line towards maj. Peter’s battery, but in such a 
manner as not to mask it; other small detachments 
in various directions. 


About half past twelve o’clock, while the second 
line was forming, the enemy approached and the 
| battle commenced: the Baltimore artillery opened a 
fire and dispersed the enemy’s light troops now ad- 
vancing along the street of the village, who took a 
temporary cover behind the houses and trees, in 
loose order, and presented objects only occasionally 
for the frre of the cannon. The enemy commenced 
throwing his rockets, and his light troops began to 
concentrate near the bridge, and to press across it 
and the river which was fordable above. The bat- 
trlion of riflemen undermajor Pinkney, now united 
gallantly with the fire from the battery. For some 
minutes the fire was continued with considerable 
effect; the enemy’s column was not only dispersed 
while in the street, but while approaching the bridge 
they were thrown into some confusion, and the Bri- 
tish officers were seen exerting themselves to press 
the soldierson. Having now gained the bridge, it 
was passed rapidly, and as the enemy crossed, 
flanked, formed the line and advanced stcadily on, 
which compelled the’artillery, and battalion of rifle- 
men to give way, after which major Pinkney was 
severely wounded. He exerted himself to rally his 
men, ax succeeded at asmail distance in the rear 
of his first position, and united with the fifih Baltu- 
more regiment. 


~~ 


It appears from reports of several officers, Sians- 
bury, Pinkney, Law, Sterret, &c. that the command 
of general Stansbury was 3 or 400 yards in the rear 
‘of the battery, and maj. Pinkney’s riflemen and 
'some other small corps to the left of the battery; 
jef course this small party had to fight with the 
whole force of the cnemy until they retired, and 
ehe enemy occupied the ground they left without 
tany considerable resistance, as the enemy marched 
fon without halting after the bridge;was passed. 
Capt. Bucch and catonel Sterrett where about the 
'same clistance, when’col Sterreit was ordered to ad- 
|vauce to support the first line. One of the pieces 
fof artillery was abandoned, but spiked previously. 
‘The enemy soon took advantage of the trees of an 
orchard which was occupied or held by the force 
which had just retreated and kept up a galling fire 
on part ofourline. Captain Burch’s artillery and a 
asmall detachment near tt now opened a cross fire 
lupon the enemy. Col. Sterrett, with the fifth Bal- 
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itimore regiment, was ordered to advance, and 


’ . . . - é | - ‘ watbhts=) a :? a] per * » . 
general, and proceeded to examine the disposition of; made a prompt movement until ordered to halt, as 
the troops. Iu the mean time, as theenemy advane-|at this movement the rockets assuming a more hos 

. coe = ay! , y + Twartintr « 7 ° aar ca | adic + . 
ed into Bladensburg, the officers were forming ra-|rizontal direction and passing near the heads of co 


pidly the second ling. The command of commo.lore 


+m 


Darney came up in a trot; and formed his men on 


’ , . . : : ; eae td ; ry) PAelmMo ae Ioahane,; e 
{hevight of the main road, in a line with the com-{a general! flight of the two regiments, in Cefiance of 


onels Schultz and Ragan’s regiments, the right 


gave way, Which was followed in a few minutes by 


mand ander colonels Beall and Hood, with a consi-|all the exertions of generals Winder, Stansbury and 


Geranie vacancy, owing to the ground. The heavy 
artillery coin. Barney planied in the road; the threc 


) ; » ¢ ‘ | 
12 pounders to the right under capt. Miller, who 


commanted the flotilia men and marines, as infin- 


ae 
Ferre +e 


.¢ ryet tive > BR raaeer . ews Urks I Wc, emai 1 
aay LO supp rt the artillery ° Lieut. COIONCL WLAN, 


With.a battalion of Maryland militia, was posicd in 


» tt ' 


‘other officers. Burcl’s artillery and the Sth regi- 
iment remained with firmness: the orchard obstructed 


, 4 a . , a 
their fire; but notwithstanding, the enemy’s hgut 


‘troops were, fora moment, driven back by them, 
| 1 . . 59 we > 7 4} _ ht fy. k f i nfl. 
tne eyemy having Faihea che rieot Tian mo) the Eee tr 


< ° ’ ‘ - 7 
Isynich exposed it, Burch’s artillery and _ colonel 


ws . ° } eye en ys Mymi yn £ ae e ++¢! f ¥ “de rt" ] 
a wood, im advance of the marines and colonels Beall Sterret, whe commanced the fitth, were ordered by 


aw 


‘ tart rye 3 re . ; ° i. oo 

and Efool’s commind. ‘fhe regiment under the 
, an 

command of col. Magruder, was stationed on the 


9 ~ . ‘ - 
‘waneral Winder to retreat, with a view of forming 
iy a . ’ 7 4 oA ; — 
tata small distance in the rear; but, instead of re- 


e*t of commodore Barney, in a line with him and!tiriag in order, the fifth, like the other two regi- 
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ments under general Stansbury, ina very few ini-; 


nutes were retreating in disorder and confusion, 
notwithstanding the exertions of col. Sierret to pre- 
vent it. From reporis of various officers exertions 
were made to rally the men and to bring them again 
to the battle, which partly succeeded in tie first 
instance, but ultimately, and in a short time, ail at- 
tempts were vain, and the forces routed; and the 
first le, together with the horse, were totally rout- 
ed and retreated in a road which forked in three di- 
rections; one branch led by Rock Creck Church, to 
Taniey Town ani Montgomery court house, ano: her 
led to George Town and a third to the city of Wash- 
ington. It does not appear that any movement was 
made or attempted by the cavalry or horsemen, al- 

hovuge: the enemy to the lef: werc in opeu and sca‘ 
tered order, as they pursued or pressed upon our 
lines, und a most fortunate moment presented itseif 
for a charge of cavalry and horsemen. 

It may be proper here to odserve, that general 
Winder states his exertions to direct the retreating 
line to the cxpitol, with a view of rallying, This 
intention is corroborated by col. Sterret; but it ap- 
pears that this de ermination was no generally un- 
derstood by the officers or men. Colonel Kramer, 
posted on the right of the road and in advance o: 
cxinmodore Barney, was next drawn from his posi 
tion «fier having maincained his ground with coasi- 
derable injury tothe enemy, and retreated upon the 
command of coionels Beall and Hood, on a command. 
ing eminence tothe right. Afier the retreat of the 
militia under colonel Kramer from his first position, 
the enemy’s column in the road was exposed to an 
animated discharge from major Peter’s artillery), 
wiich continued until they came in contact witi 
commodore Barney: here the enemy met the great- 
est resistance und sustained the greatest loss, ad- 
vancing upon our retreating line. When ihe enemy 
caine in full view, and in a heavy column in the 
Mein road, commodore Barney ordered an 18 poun- 
dev to be opened upon them, which completely 
cleared the read, scattered and repulsed the encmy 








for a moment. In several attempts to rally and ad- 
vance, the enemy was repulsed, which induced hin | 
to flank to the right of our lines in an open fieid oo | 
Here captain M.tler opened upon him with the Uiree 
12 pounders, and the flotilla men aciing as infantry, 
with considerable effect. The enemy continued 
fienking to the right and pressed upon the command | 
of colonels Beall ani Hood, which give way afte: 
three or four rounds of ineffec‘ual fire, at a consi- 





derable distance from the enemy, while colonel Beali 
and other officers attempted to rally the men on this; 
high position. ‘The enemy very soon gained the | 





flunk and even the rear of the right of the second 


of part of colonel Magruder’s command, which 
opened a partial fire, but without mueh effect; 
and at this moment and in this situation general 
Winder ordered the whole of the troops, then ‘sta- 
tionary, to retreat, which was effeeted with as much 
order as the nature of the ground and the occasion 
would permit: these troops after retreating 5 or 
600 paces, were halted and formed, but were again 
ordered to retreat by general Winder. General 
Winder then gave orders to collect and form the 
troops on the heights west of the turnpike gate, 
about one mile and a half from the capitol, which 
order was in part executed, and the forces formed 
by general Smith and the other officers, when col. 
George Minor came up with his regiment of Virgi- 
nia volunteers, and united his forces with general 
Smith’s command, having been detained, as be- 
fore stated, in obtaining arms, ammunition, &c.; 
but, while in the act of forming, general Winder 
gave orders to retire to the capitol, with an expecta- 
tion of being united with the troops of the first line. 
Co!. Minor was ordered to takea certiin position and 
disposition, and cover the retreat of ali the forces 
by remaining until all had marched for the capitol. 
The troops were again halted at the capitol while 
general Winder was in conference with colonel Mon- 
roe and general Armstrong. 

The first line and the cavalry, except one troop 
of col. Laval’s, had te-ken a route which did not 
bring them to the capitol; the most of them had 
proceeded north of the district of Columbia, and 
o:hers dispersed and returned home, and sought re- 
freshinen: in the country. The commanding general 
represented the diminution of his force, the disper- 
sion of alarge portion of it, the want of discipline, 
the great fatigue of the troops, and believed that it 
would be impessible to make effectual resistance to 
the invasion of the city; nor did he think it would 
be proper to attempt to defend the capitel, the 
troops being without provisions, and which would 
leave every other part of the city to the mercy of 
the enemy, and the prospect of losing his army.— 
In this consultation the secretaries of state and war, 
it appears, concurred in their views with general 
Winder, and advised him to retire and rally the 
troops upon the heights of Gcorgetown; this pre- 
duced an order for the whole forces to retreat from 
caprolhill through Georgetown, On receiving this 
order the troops evinced the deepest anguish, and 
th«t order which had been previously maintained 
was destroyed. General Smith in his report uses 
this language—“when the order for a retreat from 
capitol hill was received, the troops evinced an an- 
gtush beyond ihe power of linguage to express.”— 
The troops were halted at ‘Tenicytown, and an at- 





line. Commodore Barney, captain Miller and some |tempt was made to collect them together, which 
other officers of his commind being wounded, bis} only pirtially succeeded. Some returned home ; 
ammunition woggons having gone off in the disorder} some went in pursuit of refreshments, and those 
and tiat which the marines and Aoulla men bad bing | that halted gave themselves up to the uncontrolicd 
exhausted; in this siiuation a retreat was ordered | feelinys which fatigue, exhaustion, privation and 
by commodore Berney, who fell himself into the} disappointmen: prouuced. The force thus collected 
hands of the enemy. | Werte marched about fire miles up the Potcemac, and 

The second line was not exactly connected, but early in the morning, Thursday the 25th, orders 
posted in advantageous positions in connection with, were given to assemble the troops at Montgomery 
and supporting each otier. The command of ge- court-house. Gen. Winder seems to have tuken this 
neral Smith, inchs img the Georgetown and city mi-: position with a view to collect his forces, and to in- 
litia, stiil remained in order and firm without any ‘terpose tor the protection of Baltimore, in case the 
part having given away, as Well as the command of /encmy marched upon it, as was anlicipated by him. 
Jieut. col. Scott of the regulars, and some other, On the 23.j, gener«l Winder despatched an order to 
corps. The eneiy’s light troops had in the mean) the commanding officer at fort Washington to place 


ime advanced on the left of the road, and had i patroles on every roaG leading to the garrison; and 
gcined a line parailel with Smith’s command, and ‘upon,the event of his being taken in the rear of the 
ia endeavoring to turn the flank, coloacl Bren: was fort, to blow it up and retire across the river. On 
placed in a position calcuisted to preveni it; the ‘tie 26tua, ihe army at Montgomery took up the line 
efiemy also adyanced and came within long shot'ot march about ten o’clock towards Baltimore ; gen, 
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Winder proceeded on to Baltimore. Ou the 27:i,) to Montgomery court-house, to join the main army. 


en. Smith’s brigade marched to this district 


The enemy, on the evening of the 25th, made the 


The distance from Benedict to the city of Wash-| greatest exertions to leave the city of Wasbington. 


ington, by Biadensburg, is upwards of fifty miles. 
The enemy was without bagguge waggoms or means 
of transportation ; his troops much exhausted with 
fatigue ; many compelled to quit the ranks, and ex- 
traordinary exertions uses to Keep olicrs mi MOOR; 
and as if unable to pursue our forces, remained on 
the batile ground: the enemy’s advance reached the 
city aboui 8 o’clock in the evening, the battle hav- 
ing 


They had about 40 indifferent looking horses, 10 or 


,12 carts and waggons, one ox cart, one coach, and 
severa! gigs; these were sent to Bladensburg to 
move the wounded; a dreve of 60 or 70 cattle pre- 
ceded this party. Arriving at Bladensburg, the 
Britush surgeon was ordered to select the wounded 
who could waik; the 40 horses were mounted by those 
who could ride; the carts and wageons loaded, and 





enued abou 2 o’clock,' or before. The main) upwaris of 90 wounded left behind.” About 12 


body 0! the enemy remained on the beights west of/o’clock at might, the British army passed through 


the turnpike gate. 


| Bladensburg; anc parties continued until morning, 


Doctor Catlett, the superintending surgeon, who| and stragglers until after mid-day. The ‘retreat of 


was admitted to attend upon the wounded ; and who; the cuemy to his shipping was precipitate and ap 


pa- 


passed ihrough the cnemy’s camps and remained at, rently under an alarm, and it is supposed that it 
Blitensbury until the city was evacuated, had the; was known to him that our forces had marched to 


best opportunity of estimating the loss on both sides, 
as weilas a good cpporiun ty to ascertain the num- 
ber and force of the enemy. 
lows: 

Of 


hill, 2W0U; wounded at Bladensburg, 300; atten- 


His esumate is as fol-| Wm. Pinkney, Dr. Catlett, and Mr. Law, all remark 


| Mon gomery court-house. 
The hon Richard Rush, gen. Stansbury, major 


i : 5 
that general Wihder was active and zealous; encou- 


the enemy —On capitol hill, 700; turnpike | raged the men and exposed himself, and acted asa 


‘man ot firraness during the engagement, and endea- 


dants, 300; wounded and attendants in the city of | vored to rally, with other officers, the lines as they 
Washingcon, 60; killed at Bladensburg and the city, | fave Way. 


180; otal force, 354u. This statement is corrodo- 
rated by ali the information in his power, besides 
his own observations. Mr. Law estimated the ene- 
my, on its march, at 5000; but from the best in- 
formation, his estimate would be about 4,500.— 
Col. Monroe, who viewed the enemy on his march, 
estimated the number at about 6000. General Win 
der states that the best opinion at the Woo Yard, 
made the enemy from 5 to 7000. Our forces, ure 
variously estimated; and, indeed, from the manner 
of collecting them, and their ‘iispersion, makes it 
difficult to ascertain the number with perfect accu- 


There seems to be a general concurrence of state- 
ment; that our forces were much fatigued, and worn 
down witii marching, counter-marching, and their 
strength much exhausted, during their service, by 
remaining under arms much of the night, as well as 
the day, by false alarms, and otherwise. Nor does 





it appear, that it was generally known, among the 
oflicers and men of the first line, that the foress 
from from the city were formed behind in the second 
line, to meet the enemy end support them. This 
|Stutement is made by gen. Stansbury, major Wm, 
| Pinkney, and some other officers of the first line. 





racy. General Stansbury represents colonel Ragan’s ; RECAPITULATION, 
regiment at 550; co. Schuiz’s regiment at 890 ;| This statement of facts has brought the commit. 
colonels Beall’s and Hood’s at 800 ; colonel Sterret’s ; tee to a recapitulation of some of the prominent cir- 
regiment at 500; major Pinkney’s comm gd, inciu- | cumstances in this part of the transaction. With- 
ding two companies of artillery, 300: making 2953. 'out entering into the consideration of the means in 
But general Winder estimates colonel Beall, 6 or| the power of the administration, and the equal 
700; deduct 100, this leaves 2853. To which add | claims of every part of the extensive maritime and 
the cominand of general Smith, and militia that| territorial frontier of the United States, in propor- 
united with him at the Wood-yard, Battalion Old | tion to its importance and exposure, to defensive 
fields, the regulars under lieutenant-colonel Scott, | measures, the committee are of opinion that the 
Barney’s command, the cavalry, &c. 3200; making | means authorised for the security of the 10th miii- 
an aggregate number of 6:53. Besides this force, | tary district by the president of the United States, 
several detachments are spoken of by general Win | in a cabinet council of the Ist of July, were ample 
der’s officers, not known, amounting to several | and sufficient as to the extent of the force, and sea- 
hundred. But as a small detachment was left at the! sonable as to the time, when the measures were au- 
Eastern Branch bridge, others, particul rly some of| thorised, On the 2nd of July the 10th military dis- 
the cavalry, Were on delachiment, reconnoitering, | trict was constituted, and the command given to gen. 
&e. the number of our forces may be estimated at} Winder, On the 4:h of July the requisition upon 
Jeast 6000, including about twenty pieces of irtillery, | the states for 95,500 men Was made. On the 14th 
two 18-pounders, three twelves, and the others six- | Of July the governors of Pennsylvania and Virginia 
pounders. Our loss on the field of battle, kiiled, is, acknowledged the receipt of the requisition of the 
estimated, by the superiniending surgeon, at ten or/ 4th, and promised promptitude. About the 10th of 
twelve, and tie wounded, some of whom died, at|July the governor of Maryland was served with the 
about thirty. Gea, Winder’s official report estimate | requisition, and took measures to designate a corps 
our loss at about. thirty killed and fifty wounded. | of 6,000 men, the whole quota from that state. On 
The probable estimate of Briush forces on the the 12i:h oi July gen. Winder was authorised, in case 
24h August: Total, 4,500. Killed at Bladensburg | of menaced or aciual invasion, to call into service 
and in the city, 180; wounded at both places, Suv. | the whole quota of Muryland, On the 17th general 
American forces, 6,U00. Killed, 20; wounded 4u;| Winder was authorised to call into actual service 
besides the regiment under cofonel Minor, 600 in-/not less than 2 nor more than 5,0U0 of the drafts 
fantry and 100 horse, which met the retreat on the: assigned to his command, to form a permanent force 
west of the turnpike gate; and general Young’s bri- to be stationed in some central position between 
gade, about 500, which was ordered to remain on! Baltimore and the city of Washington. On the 
the banks of the Potomac, about twelve miles from {same day, 17th of July, gen. Winder was authorised 
the city of Washington, until the evening of the 24th, | to c: Lon the staie of Pennsylvania for 5,000 men; 
when he crossed oyer to Alexandria, and proceeded !on Virginia, 2,000; on the militia of the district of 
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Columbia, in a disposable state, 2,000; together 
with *e 6,000 from Maryland, making an aggregate 
force of 15,000 drafted militia, 3,000 of which avw- 
thorised to be called into actual service, the residue 
in case of actual or menaced invasion, besides the 
regular troops estimated at 1,000 making 16,000, 
i@ependent of marinesand fotillamen. This was 
the masure of defence contemplated for the military 
district No. 10, and the measures taken by the war 
department up to the 17th of July, in execution of it. 

In re¥ation to the collection of this force several 
unfortuaate circumstances intervened to produce a 
grew. and manifest failure. ist, on the 17th of July 
gen. Winder was authorised, in consequerce of his 


own suggestions snd in cosformity to the wishes of 


the president, to call into cctusl service as many as 


ceme to the battle ground, as before stated, about 
one halfhour before the action on the 24ih of Aug. 
The reasons which operated to produce this failure 
have been detailed, and there can be no object in 
having them repeated, as the committee do not con- 
sider it a duty to discuss the merits of those consi- 
derations. ; 

2dly. On the 17th of July, the secretary of war, 
by letter, authorized the commanding general to 
call on Pennsylvania for 5000 men; on Virginia for. 
2,000 men, &e. as before stated. ‘This letter was 
not received by gen. Winder until about the 8th of 
August, as appears by his correspondence with the 
governor of Pennsylvania, after a lapse of about 23 
days. In explaining the delay in the receipt of this 
letter, gen. Winder says it originated from his being 


$,000, ezd not lexs taan 2,000 of the drafes, under| in contant motion in traversing and examining the si- 


the s*quisition of the 4th cf Twly, assigned for the 
opewetions of his district, #3 a permanent corps and 
rallying point with his other forces in a central po- 
sition as before stated, to pretect Bultimore, the 
city of Washington, &¢. in case of invasion. Gen. 
Winder upon the receipt of this authority, proceed- 
ed direct to Anaapclis, and mgde this requisition 
upon the governor of Maryland tor the aciual ser- 
vice of 3000 men; and on the 23d of July, 3® days 
previous to the battle of Bladensburg, gen. Winder 
informs the secretary of war, that the arrangement 


for the force had been made, orders kad issued and! 


Bladensburg fixed as the place of rendezvous; and 
encourages expectation that the callectien of the 
force would be prompt and certain. Oa the 27th, 
the governor of Maryland informs the secretary of 
war that measures had been taken to comply with 
the requisition of the 4th of July, and his orders 
had issued calling into actual service 3,500 men, to 
rendezvous at Bladensburg, tocomply withthe de- 
mand of gen. Winder, in conformity to the wishes 
of the president. In the mean time Stansbury’s 
brigade had been called into service at Baltimore, 


taation and various military positions ofhis command, 
and the letter had gone the circuit with him without 
having received it. It is impossible for the com- 
{mittee to say what particular influence this circum- 
stance had upon the collection of the troops: and it 
may be proper here to state, that the difficulties 
explained in relation to the militia laws of Penn- 
sylvania had no bearing upon the failure of our arms, 
asno specific call was made upon that state till the 
17th of August, when one regiment was demanded, 
and on tire 18th the whole 5,000 were demanded; 
but this pequisition was not received by the gover- 
inor of Pennsylvania until the evening of the 23d, 
at which time the Peunsylvania detachment had 
been designated under the requisition of the 4th 
end ready for the call which was made upon it. 
3dly. The unfor:unate circumstances which de- 
layed the arming of a Virginia regiment un- 
der col. George Minor, consisting of 600 infantry 
and 100 horse, who arrived in the city of Wash- 
ington late on tae evening of the 23d. Col. Minor 
‘called on the secretary of war, after early candle 
light, fororders. Col. Carberry had been charged 








on account of the alarm about the 15th of July, by} with supplying the various corps With arms, ammu- 
the secretary of war, and altho’ this force consti-| nition. &c. Colonel Minor was directed to report 
tuted a part of the Maryland quota of six thousand, |himself to cel. Carberry early next morning, who 
by the consent of the secretary of war, it was to} would furnish him. Col. Minor was in pursuit of col. 


muke no part of the 5,000 to be called into actual | 


service for the purposes mentioned 

To form acorrect estimate of this faifure, which 
did not bring as many hundred men into the field, in 
the words of gen. Winder, it may be proper to state 
that at all times the marines, flotilla men and regu- 


lar troops, including the different garrisons, amount-} 


ed to upwards of 1,900 men. The militia of the 
District of Columbia amounted to 2000 men. These 
were always ina disposable state, and acknowledg- 
ed by general Winder, in his Jetter of the 23d to be 
almost as efficient as if in actual service, and the 
event proved this to be correct. The disposable 
force at-Baltimore, including Stansbury’s brigade, 
amounted to upwards of 2,000 men, as the event 
proved, making an efficient force of at least 8,000 
men, if the call for $000 had been complied with. 


To this add the designated force assigned to the! 


10:h military district, and the force to be raised oa 
the spur of the occasion by calls upon the militia 
and population of the country en masse, and whose 
disposition is always operated upon more or Jess in 
proportion to the prospect of success. On the 15th 
of August, 21 days after the secretary of war was 
informed that this arrangement had been made, gen 
Winder advises him that there would be elmost a 
total failure in relation to the call for 3000 men, 
aiid as a temporary remedy proposes the acceptance 
of certain state troops supposed to be about 1,000, 
under colonels Beall and Hood, then in service at 


Annapolis, which was authorized} and these troops 


Carberry from very early in the morning until late 
in the forenoon, without finding him; and after ob- 
taining an order from general Winder, marched his 
‘regiment to Greenleaf’s Point to the arsenal and ma- 
gazine; where he again met with difficulties as be- 
ore stated, which delayed his march and prevented 
him from being in the action. HUsving made this 
recapitulation of facts, the military question is pre- 
‘sented for consideration: and having furnished the 
|most ample means to the house, to form correct 
(Opinions on this part of the enquiry, and as most of 
ithe communications from military characters enter 
{more or less into this military view, the committee 
i take it for granted that they have discharged their 
\duty, by the view they have taken, and submit this 
| question to the consideration of the house. 

| THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 





| As it regards the parttaken by the secretary of 
| the navy, including tire destruction of the navy yard, 
'&e. the solicitude of the president, in anticipation 
‘of the probable designs of the enemy against this 
city and the adjacent country, induced the secretary 
‘of the navy to cause three 12 pounders to be mount- 
led on freld carriuges, and completely furnished for 


.|field service, in the month of Mav last, and the ma- 


rines trained to act as infanivy or artillery. Previ- 
ous to the reinforcement of the enemy in the Paiux- 
ent, he caused to be mounted two long eighteen 
pounders on field carriages and prepared for field 
service, to be given to com. Barney, in case of emer- 
gency, to co-operate with the Innd forces; and com. 
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Barney was instructed to prepare for this eventual) the navy yard; and whether a junction was formed 
service in case he had to abandon his flotilla. On/jor the land forces alone took ‘the city, the loss of 
the 18th of August, the secretary received the first} the navy yard and public property was certain.— 
intelligence of the reinforcement of the enemy; the Upon this representation the secretary of the navy 
day on which they landed at Benedict. Commodore jin his report, says, it was distinctly understood as 
Barney was ordered-to destroy his fotilla whenever the result of the conversation, that the public ship: 
it appeared certain it would otherwise be captured, | ping, naval and military stores, and provisions at the 
and to unite and co-operate with the forces under| navy yard, should be destroyed in the event ot the 
the command of general Winder. Letters were des-|enemy’s obtaining possession of the city. It appears 
patched to commodore Rodgers and capt. Porter, that the articles to be destroved were’ in store and 
with orders to repair with their forces towards the jcould not be separated from those establishments 
city of Washington, with the utmost expedition. | which might have been left; cone of the barges was 
With every exertion, com. Rodgers was unable to|sent to Alexandria and remained there unul taken 
reach the city by the 24th. The enemy entered our |by the enemy; one gun boat, with salt provisions 
waters on the 16th; it was known in this city on the |has been recovered, the other was laden with provi- 
18th; marched from Benedict on the 20th; and enter-|sions and gun-powder, but run aground and was 
ed the city onthe 24th; and left it precipitately on ‘plundered by the inhabitants about the navy yard. 
the 25th. The secretary of the navy called on gen.|'The powder and part of the provisions have been 
Winder on the 20th: pointed out the volunteer me-/recovered. The new schooner Lynx escaped the 
chanics of the navy yard, then in his army, who/ flames and remains without much injury. The me- 
were good axe-men, and would act with cilect as ' taliic articles are chiefly all saved, and the timber 
pioneers. It was understood that a large squadron in dock and that which is partially consumed wiil 
of the enemy’s fleet had passed the principal obsta-|pe useful. ‘The machinery of the steam engine is 
cle in the navigation of the Potomac, and was as-!no*.much injured ; the boiler is perfect. The build- 
cending to co-operate with their land forces. The) ings, with the exception of the house of the com- 
secretary of the navy expressed solicitude for fort |mandant, the lieutenant of the guards, the guard 
Washington, and proposed to throw into that fort | house, the gate way, and one other building, are all 
the marines and part of the seamen for its defence: |destroyed ; the walls of some appear entire. The 
the commanding general did not think it expedient;monument to perpetuate the memory of the naval 
to lessen his force by the abstraction of a part so ef-|heroes who fell in the attack upon Tripoli, isa little 
ficient as the marines and seamen. defaced. ‘I'ne issuing store of the yard and its con- 
The secretary of thenavy visited the navy yard onthe | tents, which escaped the original conflagration, were 
21st; enquired the means of transportation and the as- | destroyed by the enemy on the 25th. , 





‘ 


sistance jeftin the yard. ‘The mechanics of the yard 
had been with the army from Uh firstalarm: 4 ofitcers 
anda few of the ordinary, chiefly blacks, remained; 


The foliowing estimate of the public property 
and buildings is the most accurate that the commit- 
tea have been able to obtain, and which to them is 


two of the old gun-boats, the only crs f fer transpor- ag satisfactory and as accurate as the nature of the 
t.tion. The wagyons of this district had been pres. -|inquiry would admit. 












































ed for the army; and the blacks usually in the mar- 

ket for hire, were employed at the werks at Bla- SReSSonGasoeescavesauns “ON 

densburgh. Orders were given for every means of Be nPOZOZ OES OCEEOOONOLS 

t ansportation to be used. ‘The public vessels afloat sCslcrgseser sees test ow 

were the new sloop of war Argus, the new schoouer BeaASs ene BSenSases £ee.5 

Lynx, 3 barges and 2 gun-boats. On the /zp, the & 28 ee be Pece SEF ~227 79 

frigate Columbia, of the largest class, nearly ready & S2eRrS i eeastsees?s gas 

for launching; her equipments generally made and e pS cokes. & F Bees = eG Fe 

and ready, or in great forwardness. Besides, the cq. Beg oT eS 3 > = 8 eas 

buildings, engines, fixtures, shop furniture, of the f FRSSRS a at 

several mechanical branches in the navy yard, there Ks €e6 i ol 

were about 100 tons of cordage, some canvass, cou- Peds o 

siderable quentity of salt petre, copper, iron, lead, = 

bleck tin, naval and military stores, implements, ~ ae 

and fixed ammunition, with a variety of manufactur- | ST ee eee T. 40 

ed articles inall the branches; 1743 bbls. of beefiand we | BEDOVS SLUGS Cea Sesoouce | & ry 

pork, 279 bbls. of whiskey, some plank and umber. . | 5% Bee ee ae oe ping iggy | . 3 
The secretary states, that he had no means left to; =+5= ss 55e0e 4 weer A Tr 

transport the sloop Argus, toa place of safety, inhis}| | & sSps yom om +s -_ 

opinion if the enemy took possession of the city.) 3 2% Tae e RB WBSessai3s 

He ordered the barges to the Little Falls. Onthe} 2) 25 wea Of Saceae | >. 

morning of the 24th the secretary visited the head} -[ +) *=—=S-==— RIO oc nt 

quarters of general Winder, near the Eastern Branch| | eee ee SS Se eee ~ 

bridge. The president and some of the heads of} S!2 eCSEESSSISLARSSSSLISGS | oS 

departments were present. The secretary of the} ul Czagesee 8 ~Sessesyes | 3 

navy presented to the president the consideration of| = — wn eae } hs ai Sty 

the navy yard, in presence of the secretaries of war | The captuh from it foundation to ite @steyetiony im 

ao) Wweasury. The public vessels and public pro-| The presidents house, mciading ail costs, 33 5354 00 

perly were described ; the imporiance of the SUP- | Public vtlices, treasurs, Slate, War aid bavy, 03,6:2 82 


pcs and shipping to the enemy; and no doubt | 
seeined to be entertained of the union of the squad- | 


roa and t ie !and forces, should he enemy suce -ed in ! The buildings have been examined by ord rofa com- 

° . hg r ° ? mittee ot the selate. dite W alis gi tix capitol aml 

th Cap! ure of the City or W ashington, geil. \ inder presid ; t’s huuse are Lor qd. aiid requir repairs Oniye 

bay > distinctly stated that morning that fort. The walls of the pubbe offices are Wot a 7 t. it 
® Ps ? « 3 - SULidvE) ? hes th sti ‘a 3 cod A y ‘ Ss Wa ] ve 
Washington could not be defended. In this event a Le her ob nen ee Sacer a 

. ‘ s D oe bs ? eu hy the s : 
mo thing could be more clear than tie ptunder and were in previous to their destruction, 460,500 68 


destruction of the public buildings and property Of Loss sustained at tne uavy yard, 


Dolhiars 1,2:5,:11 10 


— en ee 








- the U. States 35,000 dollars, upon condition that it 
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atelianes 





In moveable property, 417,745 51 
In buildings baa fixtures, 91,425 53 


Dolls. 969,171 04 
To this sum must be added the public library, esti- 
mated at 
An estimate of the expense of rebuilding in a piain 
and substantial manner, the navy yard, so as to carr 
onall the public works:with as much adventage an 
convenience as previous to its destruction, 


The capture of Alexandria. 

_In relation to the conduct of the corporation of | 
Alexandria, and its capture by the enemy in his re-} 
Gent enterprizes, the committee have been furnished 
with yarious documents and information, and to 
which the committee refer: but in justice to the| 
‘town and to the public, a brief retrospect may not, 
be deemed ‘improper, as connecting certain events 
with the surrender of that town on the 29th of Au- 
gust. October, 1812, a volunteer company was rais- 





62,370 80 





ed in Alexandria, amounting to abcut 70 including | 


officers, clothed by voluntary aid and donation from 
the citizens of Alexandria; intended for the lines, 
but stationed at Fort Washingten; remained in gar- 


commanded, and uested to know his intentions 
in regard to Alexandria ; whieh he proposed to com- 
municate when he should come opposite the town, 
but promised that the persons, houses and furniture 
of the citizens should be unmolested if he met with 
no opposition. Next day, the 29th, the British 
squadron was drawn up in line of battle so as to 
command the whole town. There were 2 frigates, 
the Seahorse, 38 guns, and Euryslus, 36 guns, 2 
rocket ships of 18 guns each, 2 bomb ships of 8 
guns each, and a schooner of 2 guns arranged along 
the town. ‘ithe committee will not attempt to con. 
dense the correspondence and terms of surrender, 
but refer to itas part of the report. One hour was 
allowed tne corporation to decide. It was stated to 
the British officer that the common council had no 
power to compel the return of merehandize carried 
to the country, nor to compel the citizens to aid in 
aising the sunken vessels. these two points were 
yielded by the cnemy. ‘The enemy was requested to 
explain what was included in the term merchandize 
which was te be taken, and in answer it was stated 


rison till December ; ordercd to Annapolis, and. there | that it would embrace such as was intended for ex- 


discharged, March, 1815, captain Marstcllar’s com- 
pany of artillery stationed at Port Washington, tor 
upwards of three months. 2ist of March, 1513,! 





; mM . 
portation, such as tobacco, cotion, flour, bale goods, 


&c. The plunder of the enemy was indiscriminate 
and not confined to any particular class of indivi- 


corporation, by coinmittee, called on the secretary of |duats, and included. alike non-residents and inhabi- 
war for arms, &c. for the deience of Aiexandria. Cth tants. The pluncerof the enemy was confined prin- 
of May, corporation, by committee, waited wpen the |cipally to Nour, cotion anc tobacco. 


president to apprize him of the defencelesa state of | 
the town: president ackrowledged that attention | 
was due to the represe..tations of respectable main, | 
and the proper attention should be given, and at the | 


Estimate of the foss: 3 ships, 3 brigs, several 
bay aid river craft, sore vessels burnt, 16,000 bar- 
reis four talen, 1,000 horsheads of tobacco, 150 
dales of cotton, 5,000 dollars worth of wines, su- 


same time apprized the committee of the imposai-igar, Ke. In relation to a lettey written by admiral 
re 2 ‘ . ; r i> : : . 
bility, in the nature of things, to give complete pro- (Codrington to capt. Gordon, the commistee will re- 


tection to every assailable point of the country. 
llth of May, committee of vigilance appoinied to; 


fer to the entire letter of gen. John Mason, who 
gives a satisfactory history of this transaction; and 


co-operate with the committee of Georgetown and!to complete this part of the subject, reference is 
the city of Washington: a deputation from the/had to the statement of gen. Hungerford, giving 
three commiitees waited upon general Armstrong, |the movements of his troops, and explains the in- 
and represented the necessity of additional fortih- tervicws he had with the deputation from Alexan- 
cations at Fort Washington: €ol. Wadsworth was dria, on his march to the city of Washington. 


ordered to attend the committee, examine and re-' 
port upon their suggestions, ‘The examination was. 
made, and colonel Wadsworth reported that the: 
battery at Fort Washington was in such a state, and | 
it so effectually commanded the channel! of the Po-! 
tomac, that it was not to be apprelicnded that the} 
enemy would attempt to pass it while its present de-| 
fences remain entire. Its elevated situation should, 
prevent-dread of a cannonading from ships ; that in, 


Conciusion.—In the inquiry into the causes of 
the success of tne enemy in his recent enterprizes 
against this metropolis and the neighboring town of 
Alexandria, kc. the committee consulted a mode 
of investigation least embarrassing to themselves 
and to others. They determined that as it was in- 
dispensable to resort to some of the parties for in- 
formation, not derivable from other sources, it 
would be equally their duty to hear as far as practi- 


case of designs against the District of Coiumbia, an,cable those who were deeply concerned as to charac- 


assault by land was most probable; to guard against | 
this some inconsiderable work on the land was re- | 
commended ; an additional fort in the same neigh-, 
borhood was considered unnecessary. On the 5th! 
and 13th of August, 1814, the corporation loaned to 


should be expended south of Alexandria. After the! 
<iefeat of Gen. Winder at Bladensburg, the corpora- 
tion, by committee, waited upon the British com-, 
mander at this city, to know what treatment was to | 
be expected provided Alexandria should fall into, 
his hands. Admiral Cockburn assured the deputa-| 
tion that private property wouid be respected ; that! 
probably some fresh provisions and flour might be | 





ter and reputation, from the agency they had in this 
unfortunate transaction, with a determination, that 
in the event of any contradictions mm material cir- 
cumstances, te resort to impartial sources for ex- 
planavion or correction. in the mean time the com- 
mittee called upon those who may be considered as 
impartial observers for statements, thata just com- 
parison might be made of different allegations and 
veprescatations. If, therefore, the committee have 
failed to call upon persons in possession of any addi- 
tional facts and views not submitted, it has not been 
through a want of inclination to receive all that 
could be important, but from a want of a know- 
ledge of such persons and such facts. It wasa 


wanted, but they should be paid for. Without firing | question with the committee at its earliest meeting, 


a gun, on the 27th, Fort Washington was blown up. 
and abandoned by the commanding officer, captain 
Dyson, who has been dismissed from the service of 
the United States by a gentence of a court martial, 
in eonsequence of it. 

On the 28th, after the enemy’s squadron passed, 
the fort, the corporation, by deputation, proceeded | 
to the ship commanded by captain Gordou, who} 


whether personal examinations before the commitiee 
should be adopted, or whether resort should be had, 
in the first instance, to call for written communica- 
tions or te views and interrogatories submitted by 


‘the committee, and best calculated to extract «very 


important fact. Several considerations induced the 
adoption of the latter mode. . 
It gave the committee command of part of their 
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time to attend to other public duties equally iape- 

rious und obligatory. It incurred no expense to §0- 

vernment er individuals, who were noi interrupted 

in either their private concerns or public duties. 

The committee knew the anxiety of the house to 

have this inquiry closed as soon as possible, and 

which, by a different course, would have taken up 
the whole of the session, and encumbered with more 
useless and irrevalent matter and views than will be 
found in the communications, The committee feel 
therefore confident, that the hbuse will be satisfied 
with the manner in which the subject has been de- 
veloped ; and to correct any possible error, and to 
receive any important fact or additional matter, al- 
though it is not very probabie that much can remain, 
the committee will ask leave to report with a reser- 
vation of a right to make any other communication 
that may be found necessary to an impartial exami- 
nation of this subject. 

APPENDIX. 

{n addition to the report of the committee, in order 
to give a more satisfactory view and detail upon | 
the main subjects of inquiry, and variety of inci-| 
dental niatter which has arisen from the investi-| 
gation, the following communications are refer- | 
red to as an appendis : “4 
Ist, In relation to the measures adopted by admi- | 

nistration, and the part taken by the president anc] 





; 
’ 
; 


great interest. Weare ealied as muchto ad- 
mire the gallantry and perseverance of our 
seamen as the impudence of the enemy, in 
violating a neutral territory. But they paid 
dearly for this irruption on the sovereignty of 
Portugal, and the rights of hospitality!—'The. 
vesseis that attacked the general Armstro 
arrived at Jamaica on the Sth ult.and acknow- 
ledge a loss of sixty three killed and one hun- 
dred and ten wounded!—having three lieu- 
tenants killed and three wounded! Total. 
173!—This is not the whole by a greal deal. 
They lost about 300, as the captain of the 
rota acknowledged 
they had 120 men killed, or dead of their 
wounds, the day after the battle; and, accord- 
ing to the general scale of sueh things; there 


must have been at least double that number. 


remaining wounded. Some of the most splen- 
cid victories the British have gained were 
less dearly purchased. Sir Richard Strachan, 


| with four ships of the line and four frigates, 


fought a French fleet for several hours en the 
3d of Nov. 1805, and captured four ships of 


to eur consul, that. 


the heads of Gcpartments, the committee refers to'74 and 80 guns, with a loss of only 185 killed 
the letters from the secretaries of state, war, navy, and wounded—less according to his account 


and the atterney general; one is alsoexpected from than by the British accounts of the attack on 


. ~ - o i " 7 . * 
the secretary of the treasury which shall be commu ‘the Armstrong, they lost in capturing a pri- 
nicated when received. 


2. In rétation to the steps taken and measures a-/ vateck, hemmed up in a port! A few such vic- 
dopted by the secretary of war, the committee re-\¢ordes as this would teach them better man- 
fers to the correspondence with the commanding ners. 
general, the governors of Pennsylvania, Maryland,; The court of Portugal is bound to pay for 
and Virginia, the letter of colonel Tayloc, two re-'the privateer, and receive satisfaction for the 


a “ ae the ordnance office, as to arms, military joutrage from that of Great Britain. 
stores, &c. 


3. The conduct of the commanding general, the) Copy of a letter from our consul at Fayal 
collection and disposition of the forces and the con-, to the secretary of state, 


duct aad movements of different corps, ihe commit- Fayal, 5th October 1814, 
tee refers to the narrative of general Winder, his} §;_R_-J have the honor to state to you that 


° ; id rT? \ 
correspondence with the states of Pennsylvania, | | nabest dutrameeus Riclation of the waikiale 
Maryland, and Virginia, the war department and va- 5 : y 


rious officers, the reports of general Smith, general | of this port, in utter contempt of the laws of 
Young, general Stansbury, colonel Sterret, major Civilized nations, has recently been committed 
William Pinkney, general Douglass, colonel Minor,| here, by the commanders of his Britannic 
colonel Beall, and commodore Barney’s official let-| majesty’s ships Plantagenet, Rota and Carna- 


ter. ‘tion, against the American private armed 
4. In relation to the measures and arrangements | 


‘brig General Armstrong, Samuel C. Reid, 


and acts of the navy department, including the de-| . eK 
struction of the navy yard and the public property, | Commander, but I have great satisfaction in 


as well as the destruction of the public buildings mj being able to add, that this occurrence termi- 
the city, the committee refers to a report from the! nated in oneofthe most prilliant actions on the 
secretary of the navy, a report from commodore part of captain Reid, his brave officers and 
Tingey, aad a report from Mr. Munroe, superinten- crew, that can be found on naval record. 


dent of the public buildings. ieee , . ; : 
: . : American bri anc 
5. In relation to the capture aad capitulation of; lhe American brig came to anchor in this 


Alexandria, the committee refers to the proceedings | port in the afternoon of the 26th of September, 
of the court martial upon capt. Dyson; the corres-;and at sun set of the same day, the above 
pondence between him and the secretary of war, «s|named ships suddenly appeared in these 


to the abandonment of the fort; the report of the | roads; it being nearly calm in the port, was 


7 : ° . , of | re a 
corporation of Alexandria, including the terms of! +16» doubtful if the privateer could escape 


surrender, &c. and tl ter from general Mason, }., : 
alae oe “ely par Teawingsin. it she got under Way, and relying on the 
6. In relation to general information and inciden- Justice and good faith of the British captains, 
tal topics, the committee refers to Mr. Law, gener- | it was deemed most prudent to remain at an- 
al Van Ness, and doctor Catlett. chor. A little after dusk captain Keid, seeing 
0 = some suspicious movements on the part of 
Destruction of the General Armstrong. |the British, began to warp his vessel close un- 
The details that follow, though they regard |der the guns of the castle, and while doing so, 
only a private armed vessel, will be read with! he was at about eight o’clock P. M. approach- 
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ed by four boats from the ships filled with 
armed men. After hailing them repeatedly 
and warning them to keep off, he ordered his 
men to fire on them and killed and wounded 
several men. The boats returned the fire, 
and killed one man and wounded the: first 
lieutenant of the privateer, and returned to 
their ships; and, as it was now light moonlight, 
it was plainly perceived from the brig as well 
as from ‘the shore, that a formidable attack 
was premeditatinec. Soon after midnight, 
twelve or more large boats crowded with! 
men from the ships and armed with carron-| 
ades, swivels and biunderbusses, sinali arms, 
&e. attacked the brig; a severe contest ensu- 
ed:which lasted about 40 minutes and ended 


any hostile intentions; the pilots of the port 
did inform them of the privateer the moment 
they entered the port. ‘T'o reconnoitre an en- 
emy’s vessel in a friendly port, at night, with 


four boais, carrying by the best accounts 120 


carrying her by a “coup de main.” 





men, is certainly astrange proceeding! The 
fact is, they expeeted, as the brig was warp, 
ing in, that the Americans would not be pre- 
pared to receive them, and they had hopes of 
If any 
thing could add to the baseness of this trans- 
action on the part of the British commander, 
it is the want of candor openly and boldly to 
avowthe facts. In vain can he expect by such 
subterfuge to shield himself from the indig- 
nation of the world andthe merited resent- 


in the total defeat and partial destruction of| ment of his own government and nation, for 
the boats, with a most unparalleled carnage|thus trampling on the sovereignty of their 


onthe part ofthe British. ft is estimated by 
good judges that near four hundred men were 
inthe boats when the attack commenced. and 
no doubt exists in the mind of the numerous 
svectators of the scene, that more than one 


| 





most ancient and faithfal ally and for.the 
wanton sacrifice of British lives. 

On the part of the Americans the loss was 
comparatively nothing, two killed and seven 
slightly wounded; of the slain, we have to la- 


half of them were killed or wounded; several; ment the loss of the second lieut. Mr. Alexan- 
boats were destroyed; two of ‘them remained|der O. Williams, of New York, a brave and 


along 
their own dead. 


side of the brig literaliy loaded with 
from these two boats only 


seventeen reached the shore alive, most of: 


them were severely wounded. The whole 
of the following day the British were occupi- 
ed in burying their dead; among them were 





imeritorious officer. 


Among the wounded are messrs.Worth and 
Johnsen, first and third lieutenants; captain 
Reid was thus deprived early in the action, of 
the services of all his lieutenants; but his cool 
and intrepid conduct secured hii the vie- 


two lieuts. and one midshipman of the Rota—, tery. 


the first lieut. of the Plantagenet, it is said, 


On the morning of the 27th ult. one of the 


cannot survive his wounds, and many of the! British ships placed herself near the. shore 
seamen who reached their ships were mortai-;and commenced a heavy cannonade on the 
ly wounded and have been dying daily. The privateer. Finding further resistance unayail- 


British, mortified at this signal and unexpect- 
ed defeat, endeavored to conceal the extent 
of the loss; they admit however that they 
lost in killed and who have died since the en- 


gagement, upwards of 120 of the flower of| 


their officers and men. The captain of the 
Rota téld me lost 70 men from his ship. 'T'wo 
days after this affair took place the British 
sloops of war Thais and Calypso came into 
port, when capt. Lloyd immediately took 
them into requisition to carry home the 
wounded officers and seamen—they have sail- 
ed for England, one on the 2d and the other 
on the 4th inst. each carried 25 badly woung- 
ed. Those who were slightly wounded, to 
the number, as I ain informed, of about 30, 
remained on board of their respective ships, 
and sailed last evening for Jamaica. Strict 
orders were given that the sloops of war 
should take no letters whatever to England, 
and those orders were rigid] v adhered to. 

In face of the testimony of all Fayal anda 
number of respectable strangers who happen- 
ed to be in this place at the moment, the Br1- 
tish commander endeavors to throw the odi- 
unt of this transaction on the American cap- 
tain, Reid, alledging that he sent the boats 
merely to reconnoitre the brig, and withcut 





ing, capt. Reid ordered her to be abandoned 
after being partially destroyed, to prevent 
her falling into the hands of the enemy, who 
soon after sent their boats and set her on fire. 
At 9 o’clock in the evening (soon after the 
first attack) I applied to the governor request- 
ing his excellency to protect the privateer ei- 
ther by force or by such remonstrance to the 
commander of the squadron as would cause 
him to desist from any furtherattempt. The 
governor indignant at what had passed, but 
feeling himself totally unable with the slen- 
der means hepossessed, to resist sucha force, 
took the part of remonstrating, which he did 
in forcible but respectful terms. His letter 
to captain Lloyd _had no other effect than to 
roduce a menacing reply insulting in the 
highest degree. Nothing can exceed the in- 
dignation of the public authorities, as well as 
of all ranks and description of persons here, 
‘at this unprovoked enormity. Such was the 
rage of the British to destroy this vessel, that 
no regard was paid to the safety of the town; 
some of the inhabitants were wounded and a 
number of houses were much damaged. The 
strongest representations on this subject are 
prepared by the governor for his court. 
Since this affair the commander, Lloyd, 
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threatened to send on shore an armed force were accordingly dispatched, with three lieu- 
and arrest the privateer’s crew, saying there|tenants end about two hundred men, but not 
were many Englishmen among them, and our being able to get the Carnation near enough, 
poor fellows afraid of his vengeance have fied it being rocky, the boats proceeded to destroy 
to the mountains several times and have been|the vessel, and finally set her on fire, but.not 
harrassed extremely. At length capt. Lioyd,'till we had suffered a severe loss in men and 
fearful of losing more men if he put his threats|offieers. On the approach of the boats a most 
in execution, adopted this stratagem: he ad-| destructive fire was opened from a thirty-two 
dressed an official letter to the governor, stat-|pounder amidships on board the privateer, : 
ing that in the American crew were two men|filled with langrage, nails, knives, buttons, 
who deserted from his squadron in America,|and other destructive matter. The crew of 
and as they were guilty of high treason, he|the privateer then eseaged on shore, and fir- 
required them to be foundand given up. Ac-jed on our men, who were ultimately success- 
cordingly a force was sent into the country,}ful in destroying the American. Lreutenanis 
and the Amefican seamen were arrested and| Multerface and Noman, of the Rota, vere 
brought to town, and as they could not desig-|killed, and lieutenant Bowerbaux, of the 
nate the said pretended deserters, all the sea-| Plantagenet, received a shot through his lungs. 
men here passed an examination of the Bri-| ARogether we suffered a loss of 135 killed 
tish officers, but no such persons were to be|and wounded. 
found among them. I was requested by the| Kingston, Jam. Nov. 15—The followin 
governor and British consul to attend this hu-| vessels came to anchorin the offing last night. 
miliating examination, as was also captain! His majesty’s ships Plantagenet, of 74 guns, 
Reid; but we declined to sanction by our pre-|captain Lloyd: Rota, 38, captain Somerville ;. 
sence any such proceedings. and Carnation, brig of 38, captain Bentham, 
Captain, Reid has protested against thejfroma cruize off Fayal, and the Emulous 
British commanders of the squadron for the) brig, captain Gore, from Iegril. 
unwarrantable destruction of his vesselina| Onthe 2dth of September, the Plantagenet, 
nentral and friendly port, as also agninst the! Rota, and Carnatfon, touched at Fayal, and 
government of Portugal for their inability to|on a boat from the former going ashore, she 
protect him. iwas fired at by.a large privateer schooner, 
No doubt this government will feel them-jwhich killed an officer and two men; shortly 
selves bound to make ample indemnification lafter it was ascertained that she was an Ame- 
tothe owners, officers and crew of this vessel, |rican amd was the General Armstreng. Her 
for the great loss they have severally sustained. | having broke the neutrality of the port, by 
I shall as early as possible transmit a state-!such conduct, boats from the squadron were 
ment of this transaction te our minister at,;immediately dispatched after her, but the. 











Rio Janeiro for kis government. icrew lashed ber to the rocks under protectior: 
I have the honor to be, with great respect,| of ihe fort, and repaired to the summit of the 
sir, your most obedient servant, iclifis, from whence they kept up a destructive 
JOHN B. DABNEY. fire on the boats as they approached, and we 

To the secretary of state of the U. 8. Washington. ‘are sorry to edd that licutenants Bowerbank, 


‘The following are the British accounts of Cosswe!l, and Rogers of the Rota were kill- 
this destructive affair. ied, as well as $8 seamen, and &3 wourdled, the 

Canterbury, Eng. Oct. 21.—It appears that first, fourth and fifth lieutenants of the Planta- 
about the 28th ult. the Plantagenet, of 74) caret, were wounded, and 22 seamen killed 
guns, capt. Lloyd, Rota, captain Somerville. and 24 wounded; the boats thenrctreated, and 
and Carnation, captain Bentham, arrived off the Carnation went close to the privateer the 
Fayal, a neutral port belonging to the Portu-/next morning, and after discharging one or 
guese, and one of the Azores, perceiving 2/two broadsides, she was entirely abandoned. 
large schooner in the roads. A boat with a/Captain Bentham then took possession, and 
lieutenant was immediately dispatched on finding her much shattered, burnt her to the 
shore to ascertain her force, and to what na-iwater’s edge. The privateer had been 19 
tion she belonged; but the tide running strong| days from New-York, and was fitted out for 
the boat drifted near the schooner which was!g nine months’ cruize. She mounted eicht 
then getting under way. After hailing her' Jone nines and a 2h pounder ona pivot, wits 
and desiring the boat to keep off, which was'g complement of 120 men. Her consort, the 
impracticable from the schooner having so} Grampus, was eruizing in the neighborhood 
much stern way, she fired into the boat and of the Canary Islands. 7 
killed seven men. The remainder returned | 





with the boct to the squadron, and the com-' 


" . : ? &) + 
mnodore considering the neutrality broken by| SS Pests of th¢ QP e 
this "ace > af } tw ? ” { Po } cS > fe ww as . : 
ti 7 na He peng liate ’ order ed yt a Oy ihe present, has been called “an ace of docu- 
¢ Q y : . > bh ta ae 1 wae a a . ‘ . 
aaron destroy the vg ateer; Ut the | euis,” and our pages are again almost monopoliz- 
wind being hight and variable, the Carnation Jed by asingle report laid before congress. Mahy 


made a signal for boats to tow. Nine boatsert: les in manuscript, With a best of facts and. pa- 
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pers that belong to these eventful times, are laid 
over, as well as the regular detail of congressional 
proceedings and of other things that we are accus- 
tomcd to insert—the mere enumeration of which 
would occupy more room than we have left in this 
number. 

The “ prize list” though not lately inserted, #s by 
no means neglected. The present number is “1573, 
it shall appear anon, accompanied with many inte- 
resting details of “privateering news.” 

We are not yet certainly informed of the exten’ 
of the depredations of the enemy in the Rappahkan 
nock— regular detail, from the information we may 
receive, will propably appear in our next. It ap- 


more entitled or more conducive to patriotic emula- 


tions. , 
Accept, sir, an assurance of my high esteem, and my 
friendly respects, 
(Signed) 
The governor of New-York. 
Canada papers furnish us with the following items. Seventy 
vessels, richly laden with British goods, were unlading at Quebec 
about the 2 th ult. Of these a large part wiil be smemggled into 
the United States during the winter, it a good luok out is nor kept. 
The nertral vessel on lake Champlain was to sail froin the isle 
aux Noix for the head of the lake on the 25th ult. with a full cargo 
of British manutaetur:s Thirty American deserters are said to 
have arrived at Montreal on the 23d. There has been a violent 
gal: on Ontario, by which many (British) merchant boats, with 
their cargoes and crews Were lost. Awong the supplies received 


JAMES MADISON. 





pears that they burnt the little town of 'uppahan 

nock, broke open the tombs at that place and abused | 
the dead!—with the usual spoliation of property tha: | 
belongs to the character of their leader, Cockburn. | 
It seems however thai they have not done all these | 


things without loss—for a number of them were kil. 


i 


at Quebec, there are 9,000 barrels pork. 

One would have thought that the frequent beatings of the 
English at sea might have taught theim a little bumility. But so 
long accustomed to cousider thems dives invinciBle on the water, 
they cannot easily yield the supposed superiority. The tellowing 
is from a Jamaica paper. To the wish that Rodgers may meet a 
Britis vessel of equal force, we heartily say Amen. The crew 
he had at Baltimore last September wouid Jike no better ‘fan:”— 
“The Java and Guerriere American ships of war, had been launch- 


led and some taken prisoners by the Virginia militi.. | ed, and were g-tting ready to start the first opportunity. The lat- 


Congress has had a busy week. The bank bili| 


‘ta 


that passed the senate has been before the house of! 
representatives, and wiil probably pass, with some, 
amendments. The act for filling the ranks of the} 
army has become alaw. The bill respecting mili-| 
tia drafts, that came from the senate, has passed the | 
house of representatives with amendments. This. 
bill appears littie more than to extend the period of | 
service for which the militia may be called out, | 
from 6 to 12 months. It has, however, met with | 
the most violent opposition. Much other business | 
has been done, of which a due record shall be made | 
in our next, among which will appear an interesting | 
letter from the secretary of the treasury. 

We have nothing new from Europe since our 
last—but in the papers brought by the Chuwzcey, 
atrived at New York, there is a great body of mai- 
ter that must be inserted, as fast as possible. 

Maj. gen. Gaines has left Philadelphia for New 
Orleans. Gen. Scott takes his late command, whether 
in addition to the 10th District, or not, is not stated. 

We may expect, for our next, some account of the 
proceedings of the Hartford convention, which was 
to have met on Thursday last. Our own remarks on 
that subject are only postponed for «u little. 

From Gaent. The N. Y. “Commercial Adverti- 
ser” says—We have seen a letter from one of our 
commissioners at Ghent, and have been permitted to 
copy the fellowing sentence : 

“© We shall make peace if Great Britain is disposed 
to make it. Heretofore the war was ours ; if it con- 
tinues, hereafter it will be hers.” 


Copy ofa letter from the president of the United States 
to the governor of New-York, in answer to a com-| 
munication covering the resolution of the legislature 
of New-York. 


ter is to be commanded by cominodore Rodgers, who is said te 
have pro.znsed his countrymen, that he never will return into port 
unless he has captured or destroyed a British ship of at feast equal 
force with his owns We hope he may be fortunate enough to fall 
in with onc!” 

Commodore Chauncey arrived at New-York on the 9th instant. 
An attack upon Sackett’s Harbor was neither expected or feared. 

According to a resolution intimated some time ago, William Jonez 
esquire, resigned the office of secretary of the navy about the Ist, 
instant. The nation has reason to regret the loss of this valuable 
ofiieer, who has done more than all that preceded him (being a 
practical man, with a stropg mind and discriminating judgment) 
to give a system to the whole business of our giorious little navy. 
The cause of his resignatio., We understand, to have been entirely 
of a private nature. Phe National Intelligencer of the 12th says, 
“the office of secretary of the navy is yet vacant; and possibly 
may remain so until congress determine on the proposition sub- 
mitted te them by the late secretary of the navy, for the establish- 
ment of a navy board in aid of the head of the department. Mean- 
while Benjamin Homans, esquire, chief clerk im the department 
acts as secr-tary.” 

The enemy off the coast of Georgia is busy—but a great in-shore 
trade is carried on, and many valuable vessels arrive from foreign 
ports. A Russian ship with a rich cargo of salt, crates, dry goods 
and hardware cotered the port of Savannah, the latter end ot last 
month, in distress. She wasiu Liverpool, ostensibly for Amelia. 

Tie accounts of our privateers on the British coasts, are “truly 
alarming.” They go about quite in “inobs,” three, six or twelve 
Stag ania to the imaginations of those that are chased 

y them. 

A good one.~-The Alexandria Herald, speaking of the British 
account of the action between the Wasp and Avon, says: “we can 
excuse them for magnifying an action of forty-five minutes into 
hours and an half, as we have no doubt they thougint the time 
ong! 


A British frigate and a brig have been off the 
mouth of the Putapseo several days. We have no 
reason to believe that the enemy’s force in the Che- 
sapeake has been considerably reinforced. It would 
appear that their present grand object is Mew-Or- 
leans, or the southern coast; where we are tolerably 
well prepared for them. 

The senate are busy with the tax bills that lately 
passed the house. It is probable they will all be 
concurred with, 

li was reported at Boston, that the president of 





Wasatnetron, November 12, t814. 
Srr—I have received your letter of the Sit inst. | 
conveying an unanimous resolution of the two houses | 
of the legislature of New-York, expressing the emo- | 
tions with wnich they view the terms of peace pro-' 
posed by the British commissioners at Ghent, and | 
recommending the most vigorous messures for! 
bringing the war to an honorable termination. | 
This language does great honor to the patriotism | 
and just sentiments of the state by whose public | 
councils it has been adopted; and the resolution | 
derives additional value from the unanimity stamp- | 
ed upon it. 
Such a devotion every where to the rights and} 
dignity of our country, is alone necessary to a spee ly | 
triumph over the obstacles to an hoacrable peace; 


and such an example could proceed trom no source 


ithe U.S. had required 5000 men of the governor of 


Massachusetts, to be placed under the command of 
maj. gen. King of the militia of that state, for an 
“important expedition”—probably to drive the in- 
vader from the state of Massachusetts. 

We have not yet received an official account of the 
capture of Pensacola by gen. Jackson. It is certain, 
however, that he has captured that place, and driven 
off the British. It is also understood that he would 
immediately retire from the same to Mobile. 

M |jor-general Carroll marched from Nashville on 
the 234 ult. with 5000 men to reinforce general Jack- 
son, whose force at Pensacola was 6000, and he will 
probably have at leas: 15,000 brave men, independent 
of the local militia. 

That part of the district of Maine which is held 
by the British, contains about 20,000 inhabitants. 





